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The chief Israeli chaplain, Shelomo, reading a statement in Jerusalem on 
June 7, shortly after Israeli troops had “liberated” the old city from 
Jordan. This was the first time in 2,000 years that Jews had ruled all of 


Jerusalem. Says Bill Hillier: “Dayan . . 


. will have to overcome the opposition 


of the Ben Gurion sect who are already talking the old Zionist language 
of re-establishing as Jewish any parts of their new conquests that ever were 


Jewish.” 


Bill Hillier was involved in the production of the “Joint Israeli-Arab 
statement on the Middle East Crisis” which Peace News described in a 
front-page article last week. He has been in touch with members of political 
organisations on both sides in preparing this article in the light of Israel’s 
military victories, but he insists that “it is essentially a personal view.” 


© Jean MeNei: 


Jousting with Harold 
on the Heath 


John Keohane reports: From 2 pm 
onwards last Saturday a steady trickle 
of people sauntered down to Hamp- 
stead Heath station, collected pla- 
cards and posters, and continued on 
their way to the roped-in enclosure 
on the Heath where Harold Wilson 
was to open formally the Hampstead 
Festival of the Arts. 

About a dozen of them, with posters 
concealed in folded newspapers, man- 
aged to get within yards of the plat- 
form from which the Prime Minister 
was to conduct the opening ceremony. 
Other isolated groups of people were 
scattered amongst hundreds of casual 
onlookers forming a three-quarter arc 
on the grassy slopes around the plat- 
form. 

As soon as Mr Wilson began to speak 
the demonstrators unfolded their ban- 
ners and stood, silent at first almost 


under his nose, without hindrance. 
But after a few minutes, Mr Wilson 
was unable to resist the temptation 
to make a reference to them, with 
the now all-too-familiar exhortation 
to demonstrate outside the Chinese 
embassy, for good measure throwing 
in a reference to the Red Guards. 
Thus provoked, the demonstrators be- 
gan to shout in reply, but without 
the advantage of the platform’s loud- 
speaker, what they had to say was 
lost in the air. 

When a further burst of muffled rage 
was heard from the demonstrators, in 
response to Mr Wilson’s assertion 
that “We conduct our peace ne- 
gotiations in the council chambers of 
the world,” police began to move in 
on the tiny band of critics. In spite 
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BY BILL HILLIER 


No-one exploded a nuclear bomb dur- 
ing the Middle East crisis, but the 
psychological fallout from the five- 
day war will be settling over the 
world for some time to come. It is 
not only the Middle Eastern situation 
that has changed. The humiliation of 
Nasser affects the whole Afro-Asian 
block, of which he was a charismatic 
leader. There is a danger that in 
future no politician will be credible 
unless he can back up his words with 
proven military power. The growing 
influence of the Third World, which 
was undermined by the India-Pakis- 
tan war, is now shattered. 

Before the war began Israel was fac- 
ing its worst internal crisis ever. 
Twelve per cent of the population 
was unemployed. Emigration was 
overtaking immigration. Finance from 
world Jewry and from German re- 
parations, which gave a false bias 
to the Israeli economy and main- 
tained an artificially high standard of 
living and investment, were falling 
away. Israel’s isolation from the Mid- 
dle Eastern area was beginning to 
show its drawbacks. 

Most important of all, influential 
thinkers in Israel, even among the 
Establishment, were beginning to 
question the fundamental tenets of 
political Zionism. The way to a re- 
examination of Israel’s position in re- 
lation to world Jewry, the western 
powers, and the Arab states seemed 
to be opening. The Israelis, who for 
all their fervour never lose their 
sense of humour, had a new joke; 
there was said to be a sign at the 
entrance to Haifa harbour saying: 
“Will the last person to leave please 
turn out the lights.” 

At the same time the weakness of 
the government was encouraging the 
right to think in terms of diverting 
attention to the border troubles, par- 
ticularly to the threat posed by the 
left-wing pro-communist regime in 
Syria. From their past experience, 
the Israelis knew that the Americans 
would turn a blind eye to any military 
adventure against a regime so un- 
popular with them. Eshkol knew that 
he was on safe ground in threatening 
to march on Damascus, pointing to 
the Sixth Fleet behind him. 

It is not yet certain what substance 
there was in Israel’s threat to Syria. 
There is evidence of considerable 
troop movements and concentrations. 
But how real the threat was is beside 
the point. The apparent threat was 
enough to force Nasser to act. He had 
plenty of reason to fear the effective- 
ness of an Israeli strike against Syria, 
and he knew he must not be caught 
unprepared. 

The move he made, blocking the 
Straits of Aqaba, was based on a 
miscalculation, which shows again the 
total failure of the Arab leadership to 
understand the nature of their oppo- 
nents. Nasser thought quite rightly 
that the Russians would deter the 
Americans from entering a war on 
Israel’s side. His mistake was to as- 
sume that the Israelis would therefore 
not move against him, and would 
have to accept what would amount to 
a brilliant diplomatic coup. There is 
no doubt at all that Nasser did not 
want to go to war. His military unpre- 
paredness is highlighted by the little 
publicised fact that a few days before 


the war began four of his military 
leaders in Sinai defected to Israel. 
What Nasser misunderstood was the 
nature cf the relationship between 
Israe! and the US, For years he had 
watched with irritation while Isracl, 
sometimes subtly, sometimes overtly, 
furthered western interests in the 
Middle East, particularly by propping 
up puppets lke Hussein and Feisal. 
This Jed him to assume that Israel 
was also a puppet of imperialism, 
and would therefore obey orders not 
to go to war. What he refused to 
realise was that Israel only serves 
western interests in order to serve 
her own. If necessary she would fight 
the US, the Russians, and the Arab 
states combined, as the present crisis 
has shown. 

Even now, Nasser cannot believe that 
he was defeated by Israel alone, 
though there seems little doubt that 
this was so. The Sixth Fleet was be- 
ing shadowed by Russian ships and 
submarines, and could hardly have 
been involved without their noticing. 
What happened was that Israel put 
every aircraft it had into the air 
on Monday morning, probably using 
U2 maps provided by the CIA. Noth- 
ing was left for defence. They flew 
very low out into the Mediterranean, 
and came in through the radar gaps, 
particularly down the rivers which 
are visible on radar screens and 
therefore render the planes invisible. 
In three hours 410 planes on 25 mili- 
tary and civil airfields had been des- 
troyed on the ground, and the war 
was to all intents and purposes over. 
It is hard not to sympathise with 
Nasser in his total humiliation and 
defeat, but it would be wiser to keep 
a clear head and remember how his 
use of racialist and hysterically na- 
tionalist propaganda to whip up his 
own people, made his own defeat 
more certain and his betrayal of the 
Palestinian Arabs more complete. For 
every ounce of hatred and determina- 
tion the Arab press and radio gave 
to his people, they gave ten to 
Israelis. It solidified the population 
of Israel, and mobilised sympathy and 
support all over the world of people 
who, whatever the wrongs of Zionism 
against the Arabs, could not be 
neutral while a whole population was 
under threat of extermination. 

This is all the more a pity, because 
Nasser is no racialist himself. More- 
over he has a more than defensible 
record in trying to make a peacetui 
agreement with the Israelis based on 
recognition of the status quo. It was 
he who took the initiative at the first 
Afro-Asian conference in Bandung in 
1955, which led to the resolution to 
solve the Palestine problem by nego- 
tiations based on the UN resolutions. 
It was the intransigence of the Israel- 
is, particularly regarding the refugee 
problem, that forced Nasser to adopt 
a similarly intransigent stance. Two 
years ago, when Bourguiba, to em- 
barrass Nasser, raised the old UN 
formula for a peaceful settlement, 
everyone noticed that Nasser turned 
it down, even though, after Suez, he 
could hardly talk publicly of peace 
with Israel without risking his credit 
in the Arab world. Few people no- 
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Israel 


Your correspondent, Jacob Gewirtz 
(June 9) repeats the big lie that the 
Arabs want to annihilate the Israeli 
people. Such statements make good 
propaganda for Israel but hardly help 
the cause of peace. 

When the Arabs say they want to 
“smash Israel” they mean the Israeli 
state, not all its inhabitants. When 
they say they want to “drive the 
Israelis into the sea” it is military 
bombast, not a serious desire to drown 
every Israeli man, woman and child. 

Lies about Arab intentions are widely 
disseminated and believed - see, for 
instance, the political advertisement 
in the Daily Mirror (June 6) repeat- 
ing Mr Gewirtz’s contention and 
signed by a host of celebrities and 
which the Mirror printed free of 
charge. I have worked in the book 
trade and am a regular film-goer and 
the amount of Zionist propaganda 
(often written by Gentiles for roman- 
tic reasons) is staggering. There is 
hardly ever an indication that the 
Arabs have a point of view. 

I want to see a compromise reached 
in the Middle East. Money helps. 
Would it not be a good thing if those 
non-Israeli Jews who instantly donate 
vast sums when Israel goes to war 
were to use some of their wealth in, 
say, helping re-habilitate Palestine re- 
fugees (and the refugees from the 
current war) and helping rebuild 
shattered towns and villages in Arab 
lands? Gestures of goodwill are im- 
perative and the Jews at least have 
the financial resources to back words 
with deeds. 

Jeff Robinson, 

28 Adamson Road, 

London NW3. 


Arabs 


Your article “Israel, truce or settle- 
ment?” contains a few misunder- 
standings. 

1. The Arab refugees from Palestine 
were not created by Jewish aggres- 
sion. They were called to leave their 
homesteads by their own Arab lead- 
ers, among them the Mufti from 
Jerusalem, a man who respected Hit- 
ler and won his respect. This hap- 
pened before and during the first 
Arab-Jewish war. 

2. About 600,000 Jews in Arab lands 
were expelled. They arrived destitute 
in Israel. Have you ever heard the 
Jews complaining about them, or re- 
fusing to settle them, or treating 
them as something to bargain about? 
3. The Arabs who did not follow the 
call, constitute today 10% of all the 
inhabitants of Israel. Apart from not 
being conscripted into the Israeli 
army they enjoy full citizenship. This 
has been a gradual process, which 
was successful. 

4. Every year Israel has admitted a 
trickle of Arab refugees in order to 
reunite the families. 

5. Every year Israel has offered com- 
pensation to the Arab refugees. The 
money has been set aside and is 
ready. The only condition Israel made 
is that this compensation should be 
paid to the refugees individually. This 
the Arab leaders have refused, de- 
manding that the money should be 
pede over to them. One wonders 
why. 

6. It has to be understood that the 
younger generation in Israel is 
ashamed that six million Jews let 
themselves be murdered, not raising 
a hand for their protection. Face to 
face with Nazi minds, non-violence be- 
comes a farce. 

7. It is true that even before this 
war the Jews have acquired land be- 
yond their UN allottment by means of 
violence. So has Jordan. It is really 
tit for tat. Except, that Jordan got 


the “good” land, and the Jews the 
desert. 

8. It seems to have been completely 
forgotten that the Jews acquired land 
in Israel by normal trading agree- 
ments. They bought waste land from 
the Arab landlords for excessive 
prices. This money unfortunately did 
not help the poor Arabs who sat in 
their shacks at the gate of the Arab 
rich man, This is not the Jews’ fault. 
I am with you all the way in hoping 
that there will be a reasonable settle- 
ment. It is very dangerous to push 
people to the brink of destruction. It 
is also very dangerous permanently 
to accuse people for having done great 
wrongs which do not conform with 
known facts. 

Mrs L. Zuntz, 

37 Thorncliffe Road, 

Oxford. 


Anti-semitic 

I am surprised at the anti-semitic 
line taken by Peace News editorial. 
Of course everyone - including I 
think even the Israeli government - 
knows that the Egyptians “are not 
an antisemitic people,” just as the 
Germans are not an anti-semitic peo- 
ple. But the Egyptian government is 
a very different proposition from the 
Egyptian people. 

The aggressive attitude of successive 
Egyptian governments towards the 
state of Israel has always been moti- 
vated primarily by a wish to destroy 
the Jewish people. Nasser’s statement 
to the effect that it is his mission to 
“ finish off the work begun by Hitler ” 
ante-dates the 1948 war, when Nasser 
was an army officer. The genuine 
grievances - of which there are plenty 
- of the Arab inhabitants and ex- 
inhabitants of “Palestine” are en- 
tirely irrelevant to the present or any 
previous Israeli-Egyptian conflict. If 
this were not so, would not the 
Egyptian and other Arab governments 
have made some effort towards their 
re-absorption during the 19 years that 
have passed since they left “ Pales- 
tine”? Instead, they were left to rot 
and become suitable victims of 
chauvinistic and anti-semitic propa- 
ganda. 2 
When the Egyptian government an- 
nounced, almost two weeks ago, that 
they were moving their army up to 
the Gaza border, I don’t think the 
phrase “ready for an invasion of 
Israel” was officially added, but it 
might as well have been in view of 
the blatant implications. And on Mon- 
day morning they complained that 
Israeli troops had fired on them; 
what the hell else did they expect? 
And in the latter part of this week, 
only the Egyptian government have 
categorically rejected the appeal for 
a cease-fire. 

Obviously the war will solve nothing 
and will aggravate existing problems, 
just as all wars aggravate the very 
problems they are ostensibly meant 
to solve. Obviously successive Israeli 
governments since 1948 have much on 
their consciences concerning their 
treatment of non-Jewish residents in 
Israel. It may also be true that Israeli 
troops fired the first shots on Monday 
morning, though this we shall never 
know and to take it for granted as 
your editorial does is hardly fair. I 
certainly do not wish to justify the 
invasion of the Sinai peninsula by the 
Israeli army - Peace News is well- 
acquainted with my uncompromising 
anti-militarism. But a condemnation 
of war-like attitudes and military 
methods in a conflict situation need 
not lead to a prejudiced condemna- 
tion of one of the groups of combat- 
ants in the resulting tragedy. 
Incidentally, the ‘“ Palestinian Arab 
state ” would certainly have been wel- 
comed by our old friend Adolf Hitler, 
since it was a deliberate attempt to 


Letters to 
the Editor 


keep the Jews out of the only state 
where they would not be persecuted 
- their own state. That this is so has 
been demonstrated by 2,000 years of 
history. Of course, unlike a ‘“ Pales- 
tinian Arab state,” a Jewish state of 
Israel would not be automatically a 
vassal state to Egypt. 

I don’t know what brand of “ democ- 
racy” the’ Palestinian Democratic 
Front are advocating, but the idea of 
an “ integrated political structure ” in 
the Middle East is of course exactly 
analogous to that of a “united 
Europe,” as advocated by Napoleon, 
Stalin, Hitler, Moseley, etc. 

Friedrich Jarlsberg, 

807 Wandsworth Road, 

London SW8. 


Indonesia 

In reply to Godfrey Featherstone 
(June 2), of course I accept respon- 
sibility for everything which appears 
under my name, short or long. 

1. Such resistance as there was to the 
right-wing generals’ counter-coup ac- 
counts for only a tiny fraction of the 
casualties. As the Indonesian news- 
papers of the time make clear, the 
official PKI (communist) line was 
“bury your guns and try to ride the 
storm,” on the grounds that it was an 
internal army affair (for translations 
of the relevant material see Indo- 
nesia Vol I, New York, 1966, pp 131 
et seq). There wasn’t the slightest at- 
tempt on the part of the PKI leaders 
to call the people into the streets or 
to stage a general strike or under- 
take any mass counter-action. 

All reports I have seen have also 
stressed the incredibly passive role of 
the victims, though, of course, there 
were areas where pro-PKI military 
units were able to afford some kind 
of protection and encourage resist- 
ance. Resistance still continues in east 
and central Java ( where 60% of the 
Indonesian population lives). I was 
told in a letter from Indonesia last 
week that the Army (ie. the pro- 
Suharto, anti-communist majority) 
had actually captured the people 
they wanted killed in some parts of 
Java, but had insisted that villagers 
themselves do the killing, ensuring 
that every adult participated either 
as victim or executioner. Gavin Young 
reported (Observer, December 11, 
1966) that smiling Muslims boasted of 
the.numbers they killed. He reports 
a Muslim leader saying: “ There’s 
only one thing to do: kill another 
400,000 leftists’? (my emphasis). 
Young himself estimates that in Cen- 
tral Java “half a million blood debts 
wait to be paid’ (my emphasis). 

2. This brings us back to the prob- 
lem of estimates of the victims. The 
killing, of course, goes on. The Dutch 
language Indonesian paper De Stem 
van Ambon headlines “ 1,000,000 
moorden in Indonesie” in its May 
1967 issue. Who will ever know? In 
the article of mine which originally 
sparked this off (Peace News, March 
31) I said “about a million,” slightly 
more cautious than the London Times 
of March 20, 1966. 

8. As for the backing of the Army 
leaders, I can refer again to the ap- 
pendix of The Silent Slaughter, New 
York, 1966, in which the Indonesian 
Students Association in China analyse 
the CIA role, and to the fairly general 
assumption in the American press 
that the whole thing reflected credit 
on US policy towards Indonesia in 
the past. Although much of the big 
equipment of the Indonesian forces 
(planes, tanks, etc) is Russian, infan- 
try small arms are largely American- 
supplied, and these are most relevant 
in the kind of operation the army 
mounted at the end of 1965 and the 
beginning of 1966. 

On the point raised by Mr Feather- 
stone that the CIA may not have been 


alone in intervening in Indonesian 
internal affairs, this may well be so; 
but the CIA is quite unique in the 
men and resources at its disposal 
(see, inter alia, D. Wise and T. B. 
Ross: The Invisible Government, 
1965) and in its freedom of man- 
oeuvre (a function of America’s 
overwhelming power throughout and 
over the “free ”’ world). In contrast, 
as American scholars have themselves 
pointed out, whatever Russian state- 
ments may be, their actual involve- 
ments in south-east Asia have been 
utterly negligible (see, for example, 
C. B. McLane: Soviet Strategies in 
South-east Asia, Princeton, 1966, page 
479 et passim), and China is certainly 
not in any position to mount an opera- 
tion in couth-east Asia on anything 
like the scale open to the Americans, 
in terms of personnel, financial 
trafficking, supply of arms, provision 
of protective naval or air cover, or 
any of the dozens of ways in which 
the US wields her dominance. As for 
the ‘non-aligned intelligence  ser- 
vices” (a phrase to which I can at- 
tach no very definite meaning), there 
isn’t, I should think, a single “ non- 
aligned” country in the world whose 
entire national budget isn’t comfort- 
ably less than the budget of the CIA. 
I beg Mr Featherstone to read an 
account of US operations in south- 
east Asia by an American academic, 
formerly associated with the CIA 
(Thailand and the United States by 
Frank C. Darling, Washington, 1965), 
in which he shows how US supply 
of arms to conservative military 
groups results in suppression of op- 
position, creation of police states, and 
economic corruption and inequality. 
Already in Indonesia, as Tarzie Vit- 
tachi himself concedes (p.180), where- 
as formerly there were only 27 poli- 
tical prisoners, now there are 200,000 
(the PKI puts it at 300,000). Every 
Indonesian I have talked to in recent 
months criticises the new regime for 
its totalitarianism. The Daily Tele- 
graph reports: 
“Smuggling . . . is rampant and 
increasing. Corruption is at least 
as bad as it was under the Sukarno 
regime ... the new order has yet 
to prove itself and to show that life 
now is better for the underprivi- 
leged than it was in Sukarno’s 
day’’ (my emphasis). 
However, there will be gainers - 
Western business and the local com- 
pradores and military-administrative 
elites. Arrangements will, have to be 
made for the guaranteeing of these 
economic commitments, and sure 
enough De Groene, Amsterdam, re- 
ported (November 26, 1966) that the 
first American military ‘adviser ” 
bad arrived in Indonesia, adding that 
just so had things developed in Viet- 


nam. 
Malcolm Caldwell, 
7 The Glebe, London SE3. 


Abuse 


Well may Jacob Gewirtz ask “ What 
the hell is pacifism,” for as inter- 
preted by Peace News it often seems 
to be the abuse of other people. Thus 
according to your good paper Marshal 
Ky is a fascist, General Dayan is a 
murderer (see Donald Rooum’s car- 
toon), President Johnson is the Devil 
Incarnate, and the demon chorus is 
supplied by a large number of folk 
in Greece, Israel, Britain, South Afri- 
ca, etc, etc - a sizeable chunk of the 
human race in fact. Meantime what 
all this has to do with the art of 
loving one’s enemies I cannot im- 
agine, but perhaps it is I who have 
got pacifism all wrong and perhaps 
some kind soul will enlighten me. 
Lionel Kenneth Watson, 

260 London Road, 

Isleworth, 

Middx. 


BRIAN DAWES 


REPORTS FROM WEST BERLIN 


Student shot in 
police outrage 


BERLIN, JUNE 5: The student demon- 
strations here last week have made 
the headlines in all the Berlin press 
and continue to be the main subject 
of discussion. The particular reason 
for this is, of course, the death of a 
student demonstrator last Friday 
night (June 2) during the demonstra- 
tions in front of the Opera House, 
one of many protests against the visit 
of the Shah of Persia (Iran) to West 
Berlin. 

The cause of death of the student, 
Benno Ohnesorg, was first announced 
to be a cracked skull, apparently the 
result of a beating with police trun- 


cheons. Later, it was admitted that 
he died from a bullet wound. The 
police made announcements on West 
Berlin’s Ku’damm, partly by use of 
loudspeakers (which cannot consti- 
tute an official statement), that a 
policeman had also been killed - with 
a knife. But this claim is no longer 
made: and has been sharply criticised 
as a police manoeuvre designed to 
win the public on to their side 
against the students. 

The press has not yet mentioned the 
“knifed policeman” story. The stu- 
dents are easily attacked because on 
several occasions they threw stones. 


P. Berresford Ellis 


SPAIN: THE 


BRINK 


OF REVOLUTION 


Spain today is moving towards the 
brink of revolution. Since January 
there has been an intensified cam- 
paign of anti-Franco demonstrations 
and riots which have been ruthlessly 
suppressed. 

Spanish political observers claim the 
campaign is leading to a renewal of 
the tragic civil war of 1936-39 which 
brought Franco to power. 

Liberals in Spain were hoping that 
age would mellow Franco’s policies - 
he is 74. But now, even the promise 
of cautious liberalism in last year’s 
new constitution has faded, and Span- 
ish people are now faced with a 
continuation of the fascist dictator- 
ship. 

During a recent tour of southern 
Spain the General clearly stated: “If 
those who are talking about a con- 
trast of opinion are in fact searching 
for political parties let them know 
it will never occur.” 


Until recently the main anti-Franco 
element was confined to the Basques. 
A race of 600,000 living in the Py- 
renees area, the Basques are as 
different to the Latin Spanish as Irish 
to English. They were a self-govern- 
ing republic within a federal Spanish 
system when Franco marched into 
their country. 

Since then he has banned their Ian- 
guage, suppressed their culture and 
ruthlessly stamped out any form of 
interest in the Basques as a nation. 
The first major resurgence of Basque 
nationalism came in January 1965, 
when 19 Basques were sentenced for 
being members of Euzadki Ta 
Azcatasema, a Basque cultural organ- 
isation. Since then many hundreds 
have followed through the Madrid 
Public Order Court. 

Last year Basques demanded recog- 
nition for their traditional rights and 
separate culture. Their demonstra- 
tions were viciously broken up by 
Franco’s police. 

The Basques still respect their “ gov- 
ernment in exile” in Paris, which 
also maintains a delegation in Lon- 
don. 

Catalonia and the surrounding Cata- 
lan countries were also enjoying self- 


government in the federal system in 
1936. The Catalan language (part of 
the d’Oc Latin group) is also a separ- 
ate language from Castilian Spanish. 
Catalan history under Franco is 
similar to the Basques. 

The Catalan language, culture and 
history is banned from schools and 
Castilian has been substituted. Of the 
23 daily newspapers and 1,500 other 
publications printed in 1936 in Cata- 
lan, every one has been banned. 
Catalans cannot even give their 
children Catalan names. 

In fifty years’ time it is thought that 
the only places speaking Catalan will 
be the Republic of Andorra, the De- 
partment des Pyrenees (France) and 
Sardinia, Italy. 

The former Catalan government run 
a Catalan National Council in London, 
working in close connection with the 
Basques. 

Ironically Galicia, too, wants to break 
away from Franco and form a demo- 
cratic state. Ironically because Franco 
himself is a Galician, a people whose 
language is nearer Portuguese than 
the Castilian whose nationalism 
Franco now so strongly advocates. 
In May 1967 the Galician separatists 
joined the Federal Union of European 
Nationalities, who look after the in- 
terests of European minorities, at 
their annual congress in Abenra, Den- 
mark. The Basques and Catalans are 
already members. 

The FUEN forced Franco in 1965 to 
let a deputation visit Catalonia to pre- 
pare a report of conditions which 
they submitted to the United Nations. 
During May all over Spain police 
have fired at demonstrators; priests 
have been arrested and in Bilbao 
(capital of the Basque country) a 
partial state of emergency has been 
declared. The Bill of Rights has been 
suspended over a wide area of the 
Basque country. “Los Grises” - 
Franco’s grey-uniformed riot police - 
patrol the streets 24 hours a day 
with machine-guns unslung. 

All peaceful moves have failed. Now 
Franco’s rule is nearing its end. His 
successor must be a man as stern 
and ruthless as himself or Spain will 
disintegrate. 


But there are many claims of police 
brutality and provocation in eye-wit- 
ness accounts that are being coliected 
by the West Berlin Students Union, 
Asta. One student whom I know (and 
respect, he’s no fanatic) saw the 
events which led to the shooting 
from which Benno Ohnesorg diced. He 
claims that after most of the demon- 
strators had passed, this student was 
being attacked in a garage space un- 
der some flats by about half-a-dozen 
policemen using truncheons. Sudden- 
ly, a shot rang out - two shots are 
reported now - but the police con- 
tinued to beat him. 

The West Berlin press did not attack 
police methods until today. Most 
photos of the injured have been of 
policemen and ordinary well-wishers 
hit by stones, with Benno Ohnesorg 
in some. The Springer group of 
papers tended to headline the tumult, 
and report the death in small type. 
However, Bild Zeitung, the most 
popular Springer paper, has today 
published a picture of police brutal- 
ity - with the comment, nevertheless, 
that although the police should be 
reprimanded for losing their nerve, 
they did so only after prolonged pro- 
vocalign from the student demonstra- 
ors. 

The Berlin radio has maintained a 
good coverage by all accounts and 
has not been shy to criticise the 
police. One youth programme on 
Sunday broadcast live a debate be- 
tween Senat and student representa- 
tives which was very sharp, though 
it often lapsed into confused cross- 
argument, the emotions being so 
high. One fact which came out of 
this programme is that plain-clothed 
police were the ones who went into 
the demonstration at the Opera and 
seized ostensible ring-leaders, when 
legally they should show identity 
cards... 

On the other hand, the West German 
press seem to have been much 
sharper in their presentation of police 
behaviour: as was to be expected, 
for example, in the Frankfurter Rund- 
shau and the Suddeutscher Zeitung. 
It will take some time before the 
true facts are sorted out and _ pre- 
sented to the general public. There 
is a police investigation in hand, and 
the Student Union at the University 
intends also to hold a tribunal to 
present a true picture. The latter’s 
immediate plans are to distribute 
leaflets on Ku’damm and through 
letter-boxes. But it has just been an- 
nounced that the distribution of leaf- 
lets is forbidden from 11 am today. 
This seems to be against the consti- 
tution. 

Demonstrations were also forbidden 
on Sunday; and all this will add to 
the criticism of Albertz, the city 
mayor, who is being criticised in 
student circles for the slowness and 
formal terms with which he sent con- 
dolences to the bereaved wife, who 
had been married only one month 
and is expecting a baby in November. 
Her husband had never been on a de- 
monstration before and went to this 
one in order to see for himself 
whether student claims of police 
brutality were true! 
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Anti-Vietnam war students from the 
Berlin Free University take part in a 
sit-down earlier this year. Student 
activists are now at the centre of a 
political ferment in West Berlin fol- 
lowing the death of a student during 
demonstrations against the visit of the 
Shah of Persia this month. 


You can understand the emotion that 
this death has caused in student and 
allied circles! The ‘‘ Demonstration 
of Mourning,” planned for last Sun- 
day, changed in face of the ban on 
demonstrations into a quiet laying of 
flowers at the place of death, behind 
a police barrier. 


The Commune 


Asta, the students’ union, has an- 
nounced an investigation to discover 
who were the student “ stone-throw- 
ers,’ in order to disassociate them- 
selves from them. Left-wing demon- 
Strations in Berlin recently have been 
constantly “ taken over from the left” 
by a small group centring round the 
Maoist ‘‘ Commune.” 

After the concluding march of the 
Vietnam Week, organised by West 
Berlin CND, which had only been 
allowed into the back streets of cen- 
tral West Berlin, the Commune held 
a demonstration without permission 
on a corner of Ku’damm amongst the 
weekend passersby. They burnt effi- 
gies of Johnson and Ulbricht and 
raised a Viet Cong flag on a news- 
paper kiosk. The police dispersed 
them with some violence. That was 
last December. 

On another occasion, there was an 
action at the same place, when leaflets 
were distributed mocking the police, 
calling for them to be allowed more 
time off so that they could get rid 
of some of their violence by spend- 
ing more time with their fiancés. 
When the police intervened, many 
civilians were arrested who had had 
nothing to do with it, the “demon- 
Strators” having disappeared each 
time. 

Again, a leaflet was distributed in 
the university against “faculty 
idiots” (i.e. the professors) which 
led to accusations from a couple of 
professors and the visit of the crimi- 
nal police to SDS (Socialist Demo- 
cratic Students), and their member- 
ship lists were taken away. Mean- 
while, there had been student-faculty 
disputes at the university which led 
to a more or less spontaneous walk 
along the Ku’damm, which was per- 
mitted at the last minute on the in- 
tervention of the city mayor, Albertz. 
This was very quiet and orderly. 
However, after the Campaign’s march 
this Easter, which again was allowed 
only into the southern part of the 
city by the police, the small Commune 
group went off to Ku’damm and threw 
plastic bags of paint at the American 
House culture centre nearby. Police 
and passersby were hit. The Viet Cong 
flag was in evidence. There were 
arrests, but no court proceedings. 

It was then that the Humphrey visit 
occurred and the Commune group 


continued on page 11 
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Editorial 


Hard money, soft money 


Senior air pilots at BOAC earn £113 
per week. Not a bad salary by any 
standards. According to last week’s 
Sunday Express, however, they are 
now demanding a pay rise of 100%, 
which will bring their wages up to 
£226 per week. 

What is the criterion by which it is 
agreed that senior air pilots at BOAC 
are worth £113 per week, if not 
more? Our guess is that such run- 
away wages are determined more by 
the social factors of role, prestige, 
profit, and controlled supply, than by 
anything approaching the actual 
worth of the job, where worth is taken 
to mean the man’s function judged 
in terms of unquestionable utility, 
meaningfulness, exercise of human 
potentialities, and strict necessity. 
And of course, once you begin to ask 
the question, “What does a man do 
with £226 per week?”, you begin 
to perceive that nobody is worth that 
much money, since, even with in- 
flation and the rising cost of living, 
nobody, absolutely nobody, needs 
that much money in order to survive 
or indeed to live in reasonable com- 
ort. 


This crazy situation results from the 
fact that we have a dual economy 
which is run on two different kinds 
of money: hard money and soft 
money. Hard money is that which you 
really work for and which you really 
need; it is measured by labour time 
and surplus value, and it applies on 
the basic commodity market. A man, 
almost any man, has to work for hard 
money, because he needs it in order 
to pay for food and shelter, the bare 
necessities of survival. 


Soft money, on the other hand, is 
money that you don’t necessarily 
need, and at the moment it is greatly 
on the increase. It is given away con- 
tinually by means of wild spiralling 
Salaries (the air pilots are a prime 
example) and on TV for “ personal 
appearances,” answering quiz ques- 


tions, or even for nothing; more 
generally, it pours away into fringe 
benefits, business lunches, expense 
accounts, increasingly longer holidays 
with pay, giveaway tax-dodge founda- 
tions (this is our “ philanthropy ”!), 
the advertising industry, public rela- 
tions, and so on. 


Take the advertising industry, for ex- 
ample. The validation of the adman’s 
trade is not the usefulness or other- 
wise of the goods produced, but their 
sale. This is inevitable in our present 
situation: there has to be constant 
stimulation of artificial needs and de- 
sires in people, over and above the 
intrinsic needs, because the plethora 
of junk that is the end-product of the 
economic machine must be bought 
and used up, else it will literally 
bury us. In the car industry, for in- 
stance, because of our surplus pro- 
ductivity, the market is shot through 
with the fundamental need for 
fashion, novelty, sensational gim- 
mickry; and it is this need, this in- 
satiable demand, which underlies the 
designer’s pandering to sex, power, 
speed, and prestige, all of them 
qualities (imaginary or otherwise) 
nee the adman can make “ good” 
use of. 


After all, there has to be some slight 
difference from last year’s model in 
order to make this year’s model sale- 
able; for, like everything else, the 
cars must be sold and used, even 
though they are demonstrably ruin- 
ous to our health, ruinous to our 
cities, ruinous to our children, and 
so forth. But if you cry, Stop making 
the worthless cars! Stop writing the 
lying adverts!, then what on earth 
are you going to do with our surplus 
productivity? This is not to say that 
there' is no answer, but that this is 
the problem which has to be faced. 


Look at it another way. Suppose we 
had a rational economic setup which 
was not dominated and controlled by 
powerful vested interests, and which 


eliminated all the senseless waste, the 
synthetic demand, the worthless pro- 
duction, the valueless and fraudulent 
advertising, the profits in the pockets 
of the lucky few, the artifical “made 
work” which maintains the mirage 
of nearly full employment, and so on. 
In such circumstances, one of two 
things would happen. Either the work 
week would be cut to, say, 25 hours 
or less, or most of us would be un- 
employed, depending on which way 
we handled the situation. 

However, these possibilities are not 
much discussed in official circles. 
Everybody knows the facts, but no- 
body wants to think about it too 
much; and nobody dares to talk about 
it in public, for the implications are 
so explosive. The result is that we 
are living in an eerie and unreal 
economic atmosphere. And it is in 
this lopsided context, namely, of ir- 
rational productivity, more produc- 
tivity in fact than we can safely 
handle, that our political zoo-keepers 
at Westminster issue calls for greater 
productivity, more economic growth, 
and an expanding GNP: none of it 
devoted to any real final good in 
terms of the public welfare, but 
merely to productivity for its own 
sake! 

In brief, the political experts make 
the wrong decisions, choose the 
wrong policy, impose and implement 
that policy even though it proves to 
be unworkable and disastrous, and 
then have the gall to proclaim that 
there are no alternatives and that 
this is the only viable possibility for 
society. They are living in a fantasy 
world! Meanwhile, the poor, the im- 
migrants, the old, the sick, the dis- 
possessed, and the growing throng of 
people throughout the country who 
are still ill fed, ill housed, and more 
outcast than ever, are paying through 
the nose for the human consequences 
of this folly at the top, at the very 
time when Utopia could be within 
everybody’s grasp. 


Letter from a prison island 


Accusations of bad conditions, ill- 
treatment and torture are made in a 
letter from a prisoner on the Greek 
island of Yioura, released this week 
by the League for Democracy in 
Greece. The letter was smuggled out, 
and reached London early in June. 


The writer first describes the condi- 
tions in the Athens stadium where 
470 people were held for five days 
immediately after the coup of April 
21. He says that the prisoners were 
guarded by two tanks, with machine 
guns. continuously trained on them. 
The parliamentary left-wing leader, 
Iliou, was beaten up by guards, and 
a resistance fighter, Panayiotis Ellis, 
was shot and killed at point-blank 
Tange, “suddenly and with no 
reason.” 

In another Athens stadium, 280 peo- 
ple were crowded into two changing 
rooms of 7 x 15 metres and 8 x 4 
metres. They had to sleep in shifts, 
because there was not enough room 
to lie down. The soldiers on guard 
kept up a continuous shooting into 
the air. 

At the Karaiskaki football ground, 
600 people from Piraeus were held in 
two rooms of 10 x 12 metres, with 
two toilets and two taps. 


Men and women were beaten up: 
“The dentist Elli Ioanidou had all 
her ribs broken and was beaten 
over the liver. She suffered con- 
cussion and in this condition was 
transferred to Yioura, and now she 
has been sent in this terrible con- 
dition to the Syros hospital. The 


military doctor, when he saw these 
people; said: ‘ But for God’s sake! 
Were they beaten up by canni- 
bals?’ And the army told the 
police: ‘ We will not accept them in 
the condition in which you are 
bringing them to us.’” 


For five days, those arrested were 
completely cut off from their rela- 
tives. When they were transferred to 
Yioura, the move was done in the 
middle of the night; Athens was de- 
serted, and security forces  sur- 
rounded the convoy of lorries. 

By May 15, Yioura held 6,500 prison- 
oe The island is described as fol- 
OWS: 


“The climate is such that it kills 
even the natural vegetation. Very 
few weeds try to exist on the 
Yioura rock. Strong winds sweep 
it every day. The weather changes 
from hour to hour: south winds, 
north winds, dampness, cold and 
heat. The sand and wind do not 
allow anyone to find a tolerable 
place to rest.” 
Food is short, and the cooking is done 
in the open, where the wind blows 
away the fire, and ‘the black broth 
is half sand.” Water comes from 
Piraeus and is stored: 
“It is just bearable as drinking 
water. We cannot keep ourselves 
clean. The situation is made worse 
by the lack of a sewage system. 
An uninhabited place that found it- 
self suddenly with 6,500 inhabitants 
is becoming a source of infection.” 
Of the 1,171 prisoners in one block, 


425 are certified as gravely ill. In 
another block, out of 1,742 arrested, 
1,237 are over 45 years old and 246 
are over 60; only 74 are under 35. 
Some whole families have been ar- 
rested, and there are a number of 
women on the island who have been 
separated from their children. 

From another source, information has 
reached Peace News that the police 
are arresting students at the univer- 
sity of Athens, so that many students 
are afraid to go there. This corres- 
pondent also says that several ar- 
rested people have been tortured, in- 
cluding Iannis Ritsos, the poet, who 
now “spits blood continuously.” 
Peace News has also received a state- 
ment from the popular composer 
Mikis Theodorakis, who is in hiding. 
The statement says that ‘“‘ we, the 
Greek patriots, are organising a 
patriotic, democratic resistance move- 
ment with optimism and faith in the 
indomitable strength of our people.” 
The statement adds that “ fiery hatred 
burns in our hearts against the ty- 
rants, the destroyers of the constitu- 
tion, the seducers of democracy, the 
enemies of freedom, the traitors of 
the nation, who think that they can 
bring our freedom-loving people to 
their knees.” It adds that “ before 
long they will tremble in front of the 
anger of the mighty Greek people.” 
On June 10, Le Monde reported that 
the 248 women on Yioura would soon 
be transferred to “ other, less uncom- 
fortable, places of detention.” A 
hospital would also be installed on 
the island. 
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The ripples are still spreading. Ac- 
cording to William Worthy, one of 
our correspondents in New York, the 
war ir the Middle East has widened 
the split in the US civil rights move- 
ment. Whereas A. Philip Randolph, 
speaking at a pro-Israel rally in New 
York, pledged 30 million Negroes to 
Israel’s defence, and Martin Luther 
King upheld Israel in a New York 
Times advertisement, militant young 
Negroes in Harlem have taken a pro- 
Arab stand. This development, says 
Worthy, will also make for worse 
Negro-Jewish relations in the ghet- 
toes. 

* * 
The American Friends Service Com- 
mittee reports a second edition, with 
a new updating chapter, of their re- 
port Peace In Vietnam. The first edi- 
tion sold 87,000 copies. They have 
also just brought out a paperback 
called In Place of War: An Inquiry 
into Unarmed National Defense. Or- 
ders can be placed through Hous- 
mans. 

* = 
Nearer home, this week saw the pub- 
lication of The Strategy of Civilian 
Defence: Non-violent Resistance to 
Aggression, a symposium edited by 
Adam Roberts. ae 
This book arose out of a conference 
on civilian defence, held «t Oxford 
in the autumn of 1964. It considers 
the question of whether non-violent 
means could be the basis of a national 
defence policy, and the contributors 
draw on historical examples of non- 
violent defiance of an invader. Apart 
from Adam Roberts himself, three of 
the contributors are or have been 
connected with Peace News: Gene 
Sharp, April Carter, Theodor Ebert. 
Military names, like Lt-Col Alun 
Gwynne Jones (otherwise known as 
Lord Chalfont) and Sir Basil Liddell 
Hart, also appear. 
The book will also be published in the 
USA early next year, under the title 
Civilian Resistance as a National De- 
fense: Non-violent Action against Ag- 
gression. The change, I take it, is 
necessary because the Americans use 
“civilian defence” to refer to what 
we call “ civil defence.” 
The Strategy of Civilian Defence will 
be reviewed in Peace News soon. 


Mr Francis Noel-Baker MP, who con- 
siders that because he has a home 
(actually a well-appointed villa) there 
he is qualified to pronounce on Greek 
matters, is of the opinion that the new 
regime is highly beneficial. . 

The military leaders are, he says, 
“ modest, sincere men who want to 
clean up corruption and inefficiency.” 
Doubtless, he is at one with the 
Colonels in considering the only cast- 
iron guarantee of incorruptibility to 
be blood-relationship to one of them- 
selves. This would, for example, ac- 
count for the appointment of Mr G. 
Eleftheropoulos, a young man hither- 
to obscurely studying naval architec- 
ture in Newcastle, as press officer to 
the Greek embassy in London. His 
main, if not sole, qualification for the 
post would appear to lie in the fact 
that he is a nephew of Col Papado- 
poulos, leader of the Junta. No doubt 
Mr Noel-Baker will also be well satis- 
fied with the efficient innovations - 
reported on this page - wrought by the 
new government on the island of 
Yioura. 


Next week: four-page feature 
THE LIFE AND WORK 

OF A. J. MUSTE 

Tributes by Paul Goodman and 
Kenneth Boulding. Review of 
Muste’s essays by F.A. Lea. 


Buddhists 


The statement by Thich Tri Quang 
which appears on this page attacks 
the United States government more 
directly than the Buddhist leader has 
done before. This feeling is also 
strongly expressed in an article about 
the Buddhists’ views, which was pub- 
lished in the New York Times on 
May 17. 
The article, by R. W. Apple Jr, re- 
ports that one of the 59 Saigon teach- 
ers and students who recently issued 
a peace appeal (Peace News, April 
7) had committed suicide by fire. She 
was a 33-year-old teacher, Pham Thi 
Mai. In a letter to the US ambassador, 
Ellsworth Bunker, she wrote: 
“ Most of us Vietnamese hate, from 
the bottom of our hearts, the 
Americans who have brought the 
sufferings of this war. 
“The tons of bombs and money 
you have poured on our people 
have shattered our bodies and 
nationalist sentiments.” 
Mr Apple interviewed a 29-year-old 
botany teacher at Saigon University, 
Cao Ngoc Phuong, whose idea the 
Fence appeal was. She told him that 
er generation had “nothing to fight 
for,” and attacked Premier Nguyen 
Cao Ky: 
“What has Ky done for the peas- 
ants? What more does he offer 
than the Communists? If the South 
Vietnamese army cannot win on 
the battlefield, it is because they 
do not defend anything worth de- 
fending. 
“The majority of Vietnamese can- 
not distinguish between the French 
colonialists and the American allies. 
And the majority of Vietnamese 
cannot really believe in the goodwill 
of President Johnson to end this 
terrible war.” 
She added: 
“Many of my friends seem to have 
joined the Viet Cong. We are losing 
the elite of our country. These 
people know the National Libera- 


tion Front is closely allied with the 
Communists and we don’t like Com- 
munism. But they see no future in 
this government.” 


Miss Phuong said she would vote if 
she could for a man who favoured 
negotiations with the NLF and a peace 
cabinet; but no such candidate would 
be allowed to stand. At the presiden- 
tial election in the autumn, she would 
go to the polls to urge her friends 
to “refuse to take part in electing 
Ky.” 

Saying that she was not anti-Ameri- 
can, but that the Americans were 
doing more harm than good, Miss 
Phuong told Mr Apple the story of 
her brother-in-law, a district chief in 
the delta: 


“He was a very good man. The 
people Joved him, and they warned 
him every time the Viet Cong came 
to town. 


“Then they sent an American ad- 
viser to help him, and the people 
said he was like the French. They 
didn’t warn him any more. The 
Viet Cong killed him.” 


Miss Phuong was arrested in March 
and held for three days, because she 
was carrying a copy of Thich Nhat 
Hanh’s book, Lotus in a Sea of Fire. 
The chief of police, Brigadier Nguyen 
Ngoc Loan, saw her and put pressure 
on her to refuse a job teaching for 
a week every two months at the 
University of Hue. She wouldn’t do 
this, and he then said that if she 
went to Hue, she must talk politics 
with no-one, never go to a pagoda, 
and report to the police both in Hue 
and Saigon. She replied: 
“YT am a free woman in a free 
country, and if I am not free when 
I go to Hue, I will not go to Hue 
at all, ever again.” 
The chief of police arranged for her 
release, and since then she has con- 
stantly been followed by a plain 
clothes policeman. 


Bombed school 


On May 5, Peace News reported a 
bomb attack on the Buddhist School 
of Youth for Social Service near 
Saigon. Two girls, a student and a 
teacher, were killed in the attack; 
another girl lost a leg, and nine 
others were seriously injured. In an 
article in the Oberlin Review of May 
9, Alex Jack reports on his visit to 
the school for the victims’ funeral. 
He found that, according to the 
students, the invaders wore South 
Vietnamese army uniforms; and while 
they could have been Viet Cong in 
disguise, the students believe that the 
incident fits a pattern of deliberate 
harassment by the Ky regime. 

The school is the only social work 
institute in the country. It was 
founded by Thich Nhat Hanh two 
years ago, and it works to enable 
young Buddhists and others to do 
social work in the countryside. It re- 
fuses to accept money from the gov- 
ernment or any political party, and 
subsists on the help given by 1,200 
local families. Last year it had a 
$10,000 grant from the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation in New York. 
Government harassment started last 
year after Nhat Hanh went to Europe 
and the USA to appeal for peace in 
Vietnam. Unlike university students, 
the school’s students do not get draft 
deferment: and the Van Hanh Uni- 
versity in Saigon, of which the school 
was originally part, broke off the re- 
lationship, reportedly under govern- 


ment pressure. However, students at 
Van Hanh have kept in touch with 
the school; at the funeral, plain 
clothes police tried to arrest several 
university students who had come to 
express their sorrow. 


The United Buddhist Church of Viet- 
nam has announced that from now 
on it will assume jurisdiction over 
the school. Students hope that the in- 
fluence of Thich Tri Quang will help 
to prevent future attacks. 


At a conference held on May 13-15 
at the International Friendship House 
(Freundschaftsheim) in Biickeburg, 
Germany, Vo Van Ai, general secre- 
tary of the Association of Vietnamese 
Buddhists Overseas, spoke about the 
Buddhists’ work for peace and social 
service. Participants at the conference 
sent a letter to the School of Youth 
for Social Service expressing sym- 
pathy for its difficulties and for the 
sufferings of the Vietnamese people, 
and offering to keep in close contact 
with the school, corresponding with 
some of the students. A collection 
was also given to Vo Van Ai for the 
school. 

Offers of help may be made to the 
school’s acting director, Thich Thanh 
Van, School of Youth for Social Ser- 
vice, 415-417 Ba Hat, Cholon, South 
Vietnam. 

(Sources: International Confederation 
for Disarmament and Peace; Helen 
Mayer.) 
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Above: In Da Nang, Buddhist family shrines, placed in the streets to block 
troops’ progress, are moved out of the way. 


THICH TRI QUANG: 
TO AMERICAN RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS 


Thig statement by Thich Tri Quung, the Vietnamese Buddhist 
leader, was given to American religious leaders at the end of 
March for distribution in the USA. It was publicly released on 
May 5. 

Respectfully to the leaders of all religions of the American 
people: 

The American authorities are ruining the sympathy of other 
peoples toward the American people and they are also ruining 
the honour of the American nation in Vietnam. After the tragedy 
of the atomic bomb in Japan, the American authorities, through 
their policy and acts in Vietnam, are inscribing their own name 
on the list of imperialists in the history of mankind. The policy 
and acts of the American authorities melt away the hope in 
what is called the Free World. It is also that policy and those acts 
that have stained the conscience and honour of religions. 

The war in Vietnam, which the American authorities present 
favourably to the American public, is in reality a carnage of 
the Vietnamese people, so cruel and so tragic. South Vietnam 
actually is being destroyed more and more every day. It is like, 
or is even worse than, Communist rule. 

Do not destroy the everyday life of the self-sufficient, hard- 
working Vietnamese people by imposing inflation on their 
economy and by daily endangering the security of their lives. 
Help create and support a government with good conscience and 
clear-sightedness, a government that can make a clear distinction 
between duties and interests. That is a basis sufficient to help 
the Vietnamese people fight and overcome the Communists. 
But the American authorities did not recognise and do that; 
they do not want to do it. On the contrary, they only want to 
be disguised invaders and even overt imperialists. That is why 
peace is the solution to save the people of Vietnam. 

Differently from the American authorities, reverend clergy, 
you are working for peace. The American authorities accuse my 
people of being anti-American, while you, reverend clergy, have 
all the sympathy and respect of my people. 

I ardently pray, with my religious conscience, that your work 
will be fruitful for peace in Vietnam, to save the honour of 
the American nation - honour through humanity, conscience and 
clear-sightedness, through religion, and not through conceited 
pride or obstinate vanity. 

In the name of the sufferings of over twenty years of tragic 
war of my people, I pray that the God that the religions of 
the American people worship may help my people. I respectfully 
express all my gratitude to you, reverend clergy. 
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ALAN PARKER 


Technology and democracy 
In industry 


It is estimated that 95% of all that 
is known has been discovered in the 
last 50 years. Most of this knowledge 
has not been practically applied as 
yet, and new knowledge is coming 
into being at an ever increasing rate. 
Indeed the emergence of a large body 
of men and women dedicated to the 
development of science and_ tech- 
nology is the distinguishing feature 
of this century. Everywhere on this 
lanet the end products of this new 
owledge are destroying the tradi- 
tional ways of thinking and the es- 
tablished codes of personal, social and 
political behaviour. No-one can pre- 
dict the shape of things to come, let 
alone the personal consequences to 
people’s lives, due to the intangibles 
in the scientific process and in the 
means of applying science. 
The development of nuclear and bio- 
logical power have brought the pros- 
pect of world destruction, and the 
development of ‘social power” in 
the form of mass communication 
techniques may result in the acquies- 
cence and acceptance of the possi- 
bility of universal death among peo- 
ples the world over. 
The centralisation of state power, 
the drift towards World War III and 
the disintegration of the “ value sys- 
tem ” of the establishment are merely 
the symptoms of the uncontrolled and 
haphazard application of science to 
the world we live in. In human terms 
the personal insecurity brought on by 
the rapid note of change has resulted 
in a drastic increase in mental ill- 
ness, pathological group behaviour, 
suicide, and alcoholism; and these 
symptoms are most prevalent in 
countries with the highest standard 
of living. Apart from the minority 
who suffer under the changing forces, 
the great majority are not aware of 
the vast rate of change, as the time 
scale and quality of their “ conscious 
experience’ is so small and unre- 
lated that it does not allow them to 
see the historical significance of pro- 
eee they are unwittingly suspended 


in. 
Another feature of this age is the un- 
equal growth in the application of the 
social and physical sciences, as seen 
in the precocious development of the 
applied sciences in armaments and 
automation, and the primitive state 
of man’s social institutions. Our 


awareness of the lack of development 
and application of what may be des- 
cribed as ‘‘ social knowledge ” is con- 
stantly being reinforced in every 
sphere of human activity; the lack of 
control being the most obvious 
characteristic. 

The ideological dogmas of East and 
West and their social, political and 
economic systems do not and will not 
allow the creative ingenuity of men 
to flourish in freedom. National de- 
cision makers, military and economic 
pressure groups, and the mass of the 
people themselves have an outmoded 
conception of human nature and their 
own future needs. 

People on the left are also fixed 
within the social matrix and too many 
of us tend to think in 19th century 
terms. For many of us our utopian 
conception of the society we want to 
come is based merely on wishful 
thinking resulting from our unpleas- 
ant and painful experiences of hav- 
ing to live in this mad world where 
technology and science run riot. 


Energy surplus 


However we cannot divorce ourselves 
from the real world of man the tool- 
maker, user of machines and creator 
of new material forms. The objective 
difference between us and medieval 
man is that with our tools and mach- 
ines the average industrial man per- 
forms the work equivalent of 300 men 
under feudalism. It is this super- 
abundant “work energy” that has 
shaped the material conditions under 
which we live, and the per capita 
surplus of work energy will go on 
increasing and must go on if the 
future population of the world is to 
live decently. 

For instance, in the year 1950 the 
US citizen, man, woman or baby, con- 
sumed 880 lbs of iron, 22 lbs of cop- 
per, 4.5 tons of oil, and 5.4 tons of 
coal. As most of our raw materials 
will be exhausted by the end of the 
century and replaced by new 
materials with a higher work energy 
content, large-scale industry is here 
to stay whether we like it or not. 
The rural utopia of William Morris, 
the village handicraft society of 
Gandhi, and the peasant communes 


of the Spanish anarchists have no 
relevance in this country at all be- 
cause they cannot generate the sur- 


plus of work energy needed for the’ 


reconstruction of society. 

As a general rule, the fact that 500 
people die of starvation every hour, 
and that half the world’s children 
receive no education, will make the 
idea of the 20-hour week in the in- 
dustrialised nations selfish and moral- 
ly repugnant. The 2,000 million poor 
that are on their way to propagating 
another 1,000 million poor are not 
going to be lifted out of poverty by 
their own efforts. Their future as men 
and women depends on the export of 
surplus work energy in the form of 
men, machines, and knowledge by 
fellow workers in the industrialised 
countries. 

As the end-product of science is “ in- 
dustry,” we want to see science 
directed towards creating a better 
world. We want to see the real source 
of power controlled at its root in 
industry at the work-place. 

Despite the fact that the work-place 
is at present suspended in a matrix 
of power relationships evolved to 
suit the needs of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, it could become the centre 
of economic, social and political de- 
cision-making. The very instruments 
of “social power” now being mis- 
used by an irresponsible power elite 
for its own selfish ends could be used 
by the workers to overcome the im- 
mense communication problems of 
establishing large-scale industrial de- 
mocracies from the industrial em- 
pires of autocratic capitalism. Just as 
atomic energy can be used to cure 
cancer and produce work energy or 
to produce atomic weapons, so can 
closed circuit television, the compu- 
ter and the like be used to make 
“ workers’ control” effective, no mat- 
ter how complex and vast the enter- 
prise has to be due to the technical 
factors of scale and complexity. 

If power over matter becomes in- 
creasingly controlled by those who 
use and produce it, the creation of 
a world society free of war, ignor- 
ance, and poverty will become prac- 
ticable. 

The networks of power relationships 
between nation-states will decompose 
as the power base of the nation-state 
becomes democratised. Ultimately a 


“The technical means are available 
for effective two-way communica- 
tion from the nerve-centre of 
rae to each and every part of 

t. ” 


Below, Alan Parker puts the case 
for the acceptance and exploitation 
of technical progress to improve 
relationships and communications 
in even the largest industrial 


‘» complexes. 


On the opposite page, Bjorn Merker 
argues an alternative development 
- decentralisation - as appropriate 
to the underdeveloped countries. 


network of supra-national relation- 
ships between peoples at grassroots 
level will bring a world society (not 
state) into being, self-governed by a 
common notion of justice. 


Communications 
Impact 


Televised international sport and en- 
tertainment has contributed to the 
erosion of some of the uglier forms 
of nationalism and is bringing a grow- 
ing sense of identity among different 
nationalities. Whether or not it will 
bring a sense of unity that can be 
translated into concrete political 
change no-one can tell, but one can 
predict that it is likely because never 
before has it been possible in an in- 
stant to communicate effectively with 
hundreds of millions of people. 

The use of international mass com- 
munication devices coupled with in- 
stant language translation by com- 
puter for educational and entertain- 
ment purposes will produce a tremen- 
dous change in the attitudes, opinions, 
and ultimately the behaviour of men 
towards one another. These changes 
will make the creation of an indus- 
trial democracy easier in so far as 
the barriers of language and geo- 
graphy can be destroyed, and with 
them the intolerance of race, colour 
and creed hatreds. Some of this will 
rub off in industry, and these com- 
munication barriers of scale and tech- 
nical complexity can be designed out 
of existence by communication en- 
gineers in co-operative common- 
wealths. 

At present, business managers, re- 
formers and radicals of all persu- 
asions agree that real workers’ con- 
trol of large-scale industry is impos- 
sible. Nor is the multi-layered system 
of “nominated committees,” one on 
each other with a delegate voting sys- 
tem, likely to involve the workers: it 
is too slow in operation to work in 
practice. Many business managers do 
not own shares and have a genuine 
concern for people as far as is poss- 
ible within the shackles of the 
“limited liability ” set-up in industry, 
and in fairness to them we should be 


ready to admit that their conception 
of workers’ control will not work. 
They, we, and anyone else who has 
had the misfortune to try and work 
in a paperwork bureaucracy, know 
how “rank and file” members lose 
interest because there is something 
dead and impersonal in the proce- 
dure. There are no live decisions to 
make and no prior information on 
which to make a decision. There is 
the feeling that the whole thing is 
being worked by an “in group” who 
know the score, the bureaucratic 
stupidities and the red tape short 
cuts. Maybe the absent rank and file 
get an uninteresting report about de- 
cisions when whatever limited in- 
terest there was has dried up long 
ago. 

Consider for a moment the man who 
spends half of his conscious life for 
20 or more years in the motor in- 
dustry. He may never hear or speak 
to his managing director, never get 
to know the factual basis of the com- 
pany decisions. He gets money for 
his labours, but no understanding of 
his work environment. His work 
should be the means of affecting the 
world, but he never gets the oppor- 
tunity. Communications techniques 
affect him in his leisure, and bring 
him in one-way contact with a vast 
variety of people and their ideas, but 
with regard to his work he gets to 
know nothing. 


Instant plebiscites 


Effective communication is held to be 
of so little importance in industry 
that the men who control the major 


part of the daily lives of millions of ¢ 


workers cannot be bothered to use 
the tools available to talk - if only 
on a one-way basis - to the workers 
they affect. Is it any wonder that 
people feel themselves to be expend- 
able cogs in an impersonal machine, 
a disposable commodity called “ la- 
bour,” of no value except as button- 
pushers and machine-minders? 

Let us face facts. As long as the 
motive of personal and corporate 
greed remains as the motivating force 
at work, a civilised relationship be- 
tween men at work at all levels will 
never prevail. People do matter and 
the belief in the dignity of labour, 
no matter how dirty or menial, has to 
be the cornerstone of any value sys- 
tem for the future. 

Fifty years ago William James, writ- 
ing on the subject of peace, wrote that 
there must be “a moral substitute 
for war.” The belief in the building 
of a world free from ignorance, pov- 
erty, and disease, through the medium 
of our contribution to society in our 
work, is an effective substitute. 

In practical terms this means the 
creation of a co-operative common- 
wealth to replace the existing set-up, 
in which the “keep the peasants 
happy ” personnel departments are re- 
placed by a “communication engin- 
eering function” that has as its job 
the analysis of a pattern of commu- 
nications that will not only enable 
decisions to be made, but to be made 
with the maximum possible amount of 
workers’ participation. 

The technical means are available for 
effective two-way communication from 
the nerve centre of industry to each 
and every part of it. For all major 
decisions not of a purely technical 
nature, “instant plebiscites ” through 
the medium of closed circuit tele- 
vision will enable decisions to be 
made in “real time.” Even technical 
decisions of a complex nature can be 
canned and edited with supplement- 
ary material provided to enable tech- 
nical detail to be as widely under- 
stood as possible. One could elabor- 
ate on technical possibilities ad in- 
finitum, but the purpose is merely to 
suggest the potential for the creative 
use of communication devices. The 
rest I leave to your imagination. 
Alan Parker is an_ engineering 


draughtsman who has worked in a 
number of industrial firms including 
the Factory for Peace. 


Bjorn Merker 
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The ‘village revolutionaries’ 


Bjorn Merker is a Swede who has 
spent some time in India working 
with the Gandhian Sarvodaya move- 
ment. In this article he argues that 
western patterns of “development ” 
are wrong for the poor countries, and 
that Sarvodaya’s “ village revolution ” 
is an alternative to increasingly vio- 
lent conflict between the rich and poor 
countries. 

The effectiveness of non-military ap- 
proaches to conflict resolution de- 
pends partly on how far conflict can 
be anticipated, making possible a 
shift from protest and emergency 
action to preventive activity. One 
could say that one man in Thailand 
today could do as much for peace 
as a thousand men could do tomor- 
row. 

It is already a cliché that the conflict 
axis has swung from an east-west to 
a north-south position. But the world 
at present is probably only experienc- 
ing the friction and noise accompany- 
ing the turning of the axis; the future 
holds much more serious clashes in 
store. 

We are faced with the far-reaching 
consequences of the powerful ascend- 
ance of a civilisation which, like every 
temporarily successful civilisation, is 
rmly committed to establishing its 
patterns on a global scale. The 
material foundation of western civili- 
sation was a radical exploitation of 
the natural resources of the rest of 
the world - the colonial world. The 
forces thus created, if left to run 
their course, head towards large-scale 
conflict. 

The pressure from the west cuts deep 
into the poor countries. ‘‘ Develop- 
ment” in contemporary usage means 
development towards western social 
patterns, western economi¢ and poli- 
tical models, with the help of western 
economic theories and often under the 
supervision of western “experts” 
with western capital or “foreign 
aid.” Seen from “out there,” the 
economically and militarily fortified 
west dictates the fate of the rest of 
the world. 


Percolation 


It is only by embracing western values 
that entry is gained into the elite 
of politicians, intellectuals and busi- 
nessmen who dominate the life of a 
poor country. These indigenous elites 
become increasingly alienated from 
the people, still sticking to a tradi- 
tional society and mode of produc- 
tion. Many poor countries have great 
difficulty in rallying the people to 
enthusiastic participation in their am- 
bitious national planning, because the 
plans are the product of an imported 
view of “development” which finds 
little response among the masses. An 
“ underdeveloped ” country might be 
defined as one which has not reached 
sufficient success in copying western 
productive and social patterns, or con- 
ceded the superiority of western 
values and goals. 

The same methods that have led to 
a progressively widening gap between 
rich and poor countries also create a 
widening gap between rich elites and 
impoverished masses within a poor 
country, because it has no other ex- 
ploitive margin than its own country- 
side, which serves the role of colonial 
area there. This is the origin of the 
“dual economy” of these countries, 
the disproportionate riches of their 
city elites, and the tremendous waste 
of resources under the stamp, “ prim- 
itive.” 

“Western” development targets dis- 


regard the radically different ecology 
in these countries, dependent on fac- 
tors like climate and available re- 
sources; the problems raised may be 
entirely beyond western experience. 
Some of the economic mechanisms 
taken for granted in a western con- 
text do not exist in some underde- 
veloped countries. An example is the 
island-like isolation of colonial indus- 
trial ventures, which never benefited 
the surrounding population, in spite 
of “ percolation ” theories - a mistake 
today being repeated in many high- 
flown projects which benefit the 
select few without channels for a 
wider national economic stimulation. 
Moreover the west has fostered pat- 
terns of production and consumption 
that are extremely wasteful of re- 
sources, and seem inevitably accom- 
panied by an urbanisation which goes 
against the physiological grain of 
man. 

A suspicion should start growing that 
the root of world conflict is not so 
much in the backwardness of poor 
countries as in their subjugation to 
the colossal and crushing weight of 
western values and habits, and the 
supreme effort of the west to develop 
the world in its own image. It might 
be that this image does not suit the 
world’s needs and resources, and that 
the attempt to impose on the world 
the western way of life is doomed to 
failure and chaotic conflict. 


Irrelevance 


Real progress in these countries will 
depend on the level of indigenous 
innocation and self-reliance they can 
maintain; one may cite China as an 
example. Ultimately it is the west’s 
missionary zeal that has to be broken; 
and the initiative will have to come 
from the poor countries. But the as- 
sumption that such a confrontation 
must be violent and bloody is again 
a judgment stemming from those 
habits of violence which the west has 
made its primary article of trade for 
the raw materials of the surrounding 
world. 

One important objection from the 
standpoint of a poor country to the 
use of military means is their de- 
pendence on exactly those economic 
and administrative structures that 
their use is supposed to eradicate. 
The trend of 20th century revolution 
hints at other alternatives. From 
Lenin’s compact cataclysmic revolu- 
tion, over Mao’s protracted civil war, 
down to the Vietnamese paddies and 
villages, the message spells decentral- 
isation of revolutionary initiative 
coupled with increasing ‘“ populism ” 
- the belief that the people can and 
will accomplish anything with inspi- 
ration. 

In Vietnam, prevailing authority is 
undermined not by a grand cou 
d'etat but by incapacitation of ad- 
ministration from below; on the local 
plane, assassination has again en- 
tered revolutionary tactics. With this 
decentralisation, a new element has 
been able to enter the revolutionary 
scene - administrative incapacitation 
by non-violent techniques. Monks have 
burnt themselves to death to catalyse 
popular awareness, and families have 
stopped troop transports by moving 
their altars into the street. 

Stray examples, of course. The Viet- 
namese revolution will probably re- 
main violent till whatever end is to 
come. But the signs are for future 
revolutionists to read. Here the In- 
dian Sarvodaya movement offers vast- 
ly significant material. 


Sarvodaya has had the extraordinary 
wisdom and courage to question and 
mostly to discard as irrelevant pre- 
sent western modes of thought about 
progress. It stakes the entire revolu- 
tion on the peasant, on the ability of 
the village to plan and provide for 
its own needs, relying on local re- 
sources. The Gramdan village, which 
has vested ownership of all land in 
the village assembly, can cut entirely 
the economic and administrative 
strings with the exploitive dual 
economy dictated by the city. Ideally 
the Gramdan village eats its own 
harvests rather than selling them off 
to profiteers and middle-men. No 
Gramdan village produces sugar for 
the luxury consumption of an already 
overfed west. It eats its own sugar 
and grows the cotton it spins on its 
own spinning wheels for local weav- 
ers supplying the village with cloth. 
The Gramdan village thus achieves 
freedom from the established order 
not by guerrilla war or sabotage; in 
the non-violent revolution authority 
is undermined by being made redun- 
dant. It simply isn’t consulted. By 
renouncing individual ownership of 
land the peasant joints the Gramdan 
movement, and for that he needs not 
weapons manufactured in foreign 
countries, nor other forms of violence 
which would only bring down counter- 
violence on the village, but only work 
and effort, together with his neigh- 
bours. The village is the revolution. 
But it would be preposterous to dis- 
cuss on behalf of the poor countries 
their choice of violent or non-violent 
revolution. Let us concentrate on our 
violence and non-violence. We are 
handicapped by an almost total ab- 
sence of reference material about 
non-violence; but the west may still 
initiate those great changes within 
itself and in its economic and trade 
relations with the poor countries that 
are a prerequisite for a non-violent 
future. Non-violence is up to the west, 
and revolution is up to the poor coun- 
tries. The world’s aristocracy of rich 
nations shows no sign of arriving at 
the wisdom necessary to couple these 
two factors to a global effort of 
equality. 

There is still time. We should push 
for changes on the home front, and 
get busy finding out what these vil- 
lage revolutionaries are really up to. 
Sarvodaya’s present spectacular suc- 
cesses in the famine-stricken areas - 
it is covering well over 35,000 villages 
- demand full attention and assist- 
ance, and offer a hint at one way out 
of the darkening doomsday picture. 
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Peace on Earth - The Way Ahead, a 
symposium edited by Walter Stein 
(Sheed & Ward, 1966, 21s). 


The question ‘‘ Where do we go from 
here? ” looms through the contempor- 
ary self-criticism of the peace move- 
ment and judges its responsiveness 
and relevance in the current political 
situation. 


A book with the title Peace on Earth: 
The Way Ahead (a symposium of 
nine authors) therefore promises to 
Fc to grips with our genuine prob- 
ems and frustrations. Unfortunately 
this is not entirely the case, at least 
so far as the second and more am- 
bitious half of the title is concerned. 

It would perhaps have been clearer 
to the intending reader if the title 
of Pope John’s Encyclical, Pacem in 
Terris, from which the title of this 
book is taken, had been left untrans- 
lated, since in his opening chapter 
Walter Stein is concerned to analyse 
and discuss the present and possible 
future contribution of the Roman 
Catholic church to the cause of nu- 
clear disarmament. 

This is well done, and the weakness 
both of Catholic logie - ‘ churning 
over principles nobody wants to dis- 


GEOF BEVAN 


A way ahead from 


wayback 


pute in eloquent dissociation from 
practical actualities ” - and Protestant 
realism - “‘so thoroughly at home in 
politics as to bow out absolute moral 
recognitions with an almost prag- 
matic nonchalance” is tellingly ex- 
posed. 


But at the end of the day the ques- 
tion still remains: ‘“‘Can any of us, 
even (especially?) the Christians, 
seriously continue expecting the 
church in practice to commit itself 
to the cause of peace?” Stein’s con- 
cluding chapter, brilliantly drawing 
out the material of the other contri- 
butors and placing it within the over- 
all context of “the common good of 
all peoples,” acknowledges this fail- 
ure of the church and insists on the 
creative and unconditional “No” to 
“the feverish, blood-sick self-destruc- 
tiveness of the nuclear terror.” This 
chapter could with value be substi- 
tuted for the opening one and the 
general reader would probably find 
it more helpful to begin here. 


Diversity 


The Way Ahead however is a mis- 
leading title, especially since five of 


Bill Turner 


VIETNAM OBSERVER 


Bao Minh waits on the back porch 

of Danang Hospital, watching the truck 
bring in a fresh batch of peasant victims. 
Bao Minh is seven years old. 

She likes to see the courtesy 

of the young Americans as they help 
the helpless to the operating room. 
Bao Minh thinks Americans are funny; 
they drop bombs and provide bandages. 
The hospital is an interesting place. 
There is always something going on: 

a crutches race between cripples, 

or a man balancing on a tin can 

held by string where his left foot 

used to be. On her hip, Bao Minh 
adjusts her sleeping baby brother. 
Only he and she were overlooked 

when bomb fragments were distributed 
through the rest of the family. 

Now her sister lies in a white bed, 
staring beyond the quaint marks made 
by bullets on the wall. She is too thin. 
She no longer grins. Bao Minh wonders 
why the tall American intern who gave 
her chocolate and rumpled her hair 
should walk so slowly past the cramped 
people on stretchers waiting in the hall 
while his finger nails make deep marks 
in the palms of his hands. 

Yesterday, as she tired of pouring sand 
over her toés, Bao Minh noticed 

one of these big healthy Americans 
quietly weeping to himself in the yard. 
She tried to comfort him, because 

his grief had made her sad, but 

he only stumbled away as if his legs 

did not work properly. Americans 

are difficult to understand. 

Bao Minh fans her little brother 

and smiles at the new arrivals. 


the eight essays contributed have ap- 
peared earlier in other forms, and 
much of the rest of the material is 
not original. It is undoubtedly of 
great value to have these contribu- 
tions brought together in this way 
and organised under a single theme, 
particularly in view of the diversity 
of their sources, not to say the com- 
mitment of their authors; but some 
such title as “survey of the position 
to date” would have been nearer the 
mark. 


The problem of even keeping up to 
date, let alone pointing the way 
ahead, is sadly but aptly illustrated by 
J. D. Bernal’s otherwise excellent es- 
say, “The Human Family: A Map 
of Need.” It is a moving and devas- 
tating analysis in depth of the whole 
problem of world hunger: 


“Now, all scarcity ... all need 
felt in the world, is henceforth due 
to human interference, human 
stupidity and human greed. The 
means are there, the knowledge is 
there; what is needed is the will 
to apply them. The difficulty is a 
human difficulty and not a material 
difficulty.” 


But this was written in 1963. In 1966 
Bernal adds his own postcript: “In 
many ways the situation has 
worsened, both economically and 
politically. The hopeful indications 
I gave have not been realised.” So, 
where do we go from here? 


Gordon Zahn, Theodore Roszak and 
Arthur J. Waskow continue the dis- 
cussion on non-violence and civilian 
resistance. Much of the argument 
here and some of the material, e.g. 
Roszak’s reliance on the Peace News 
pamphlet Tyranny Could Not Quell 
Them, will be familiar to Peace News 
readers; but it certainly deserves a 
wider circulation and perhaps the 
he and Ward banner will ensure 
this. 


Zahn, in what amounts to an excel- 
lent modern “primer for beginners 
in non-violence,” neatly summarises 
our present situation as the context 
in which “the potentiality of non- 
violence as an alternative deserves 
thoughtful consideration”: “...we 
have the actuality of total destruc- 
tion at our command without the 
security it was to have brought us.” 


Last 450 years 


He also rightly sees that we ulti- 
mately face the question of our basic 
conception of man. But how, thinking 
of the way ahead, do we set about 
achieving the agreement for which 
he pleads, that man is someone “ the 
deepest wellsprings of whose be- 
haviour contain forces responsive 
only to the power of love and recog- 
nition of common identity ”’? 


Roszak raises four very pertinent 
questions following on the account of 
the Norwegian teachers’ resistance: 


“1, Within what limits can non- 
violence be adapted to social units 
as they exist at present? 2. What 
is the relationship of the nation- 
state to non-violence? 3. Can non- 
violence Jead to social regimenta- 
tion? 4. Who is the enemy? ” 


Arthur J. Waskow is prepared to 
work with the idea of some kind of 
deterrent being necessary, with “ the 
adoption by the joint consent of all 
nations of a world law against the 
making, possession, or use by any 
individual of any weapon above the 
level of small arms” and with a 
“police force.” He attempts what is 
all too rare in this field, whatever 


one thinks of the results, a step by 
step account of how his ideas might 
be put into effect and work out in 
practice. 

His suggestions, especially with re- 
gard to “policing” and “ inspec- 
tion,” are bold and imaginative - 
probably far too much so for govern- 
ments to implement, but at least 
they have the attraction of being 
“practical politics now,” eg. the 
principle of nations disarming b 

swapping their ‘‘ favourite weapon” 
for what they fear as their “ greatest 
threat.” Have the powers that be 
been sounded out on these as practi- 
cal proposals, and if so, was there any 
reaction? 

Adrian Cunningham takes up the 
theme of the individualistic/moralis- 
tic failure of the peace movement, 
demonstrating with frightening clar- 
ity how “in comparison with the de- 
velopment of political institutions and 
the development of our conceptions of 
society, the peace makers have not 
moved very far in the last 450 years.” 
But the way ahead, Mr Cunningham, 
the way ahead? 


To call for ‘(a whole new philosophy 
of man in his totality, man as being- 
in-the-world, a whole new range of 
meanings and concepts to describe 
this” may be right, but doesn’t this 
rather fall into the same trap of re- 
peating what we have known for 
years? The real issue is how we set 
about realising what we seem to have 
“known” for so long. In any case I 
suspect that whatever new position 
we may finally arrive at we shall dis- 
cover that the Greeks or Christ have 
been there before us. Originality is 
not truth. 


The most hopeful chapter, the most 
helpfully footnoted, significantly the 
most theological (in the best sense) 
and the only one actually entitled 
“The way ahead,” comes from that 
enfant terrible of the Methodist 
Church, John J. Vincent. His “ gods 
that have fallen” should be required 
reading for all left wing/peace 
movemer.</socialist/radicals. Vincent 
argues for a movement away from 
protest towards politics, involving the 
substitution in thought and practice 
of healing for peace, involvement for 
principle and pro-existence for non- 
violence, and does so in his own in- 
cisive style. 


His final eight-point programme for 
“research and action” constitutes 
the nearest the book comes to a for- 
mulated ‘‘ way ahead.” And, as Vin- 
cent says, “all this, of course, as- 
sumes what might well be open to 
question in the event - that we do 
not wish to stay in the confusion of 
our present disillusionment, worship- 
ping the old gods and chanting the 
old slogans. Indeed, it would be more 
comfortable to do so, and to leave to 
others the agonising reappraisals, the 
mistakes and the discoveries of a new 
form for radicalism in our day.” 


Geof Bevan, ex-staff member of Peace 
News, was until recently a Methodist 
minister and is now a Detached Youth 
Worker for the Notting Hill Social 
Council. 


St. Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
education on sane and successful 
modern lines. 
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Middle East 


fallout 


from page 1 


ticed that it was repudiated even 
more firmly by Eshkol. 
Nasser descended to racialism in des- 
peration because he could find no 
olitical answer to the Palestine prob- 
em. With Israel in its present Zionist 
form, there probably is none, even 
now that Israel is in a position to im- 
pose a new status quo on the Arabs. 
Nor is there a solution while Arab 
nationalism is involved in internecine 
feuding for the hegemony of one state 
or a group of states. Nasser’s first be- 
trayal of the Palestinian Arabs was to 
lead them to believe that with his 
support they could re-establish Arab 
Palestine by military force. For a 
quarter of a century Arab national- 
ism has failed to put down the Kurds 
by force. How could they hope to 
put down two and a half million 
armed Israelis who would have fought 
to the last man in the hills regardless 
of what new political structure was 
imposed on them? 
Nasser’s second betrayal was to sell 
out the case of the Palestinians to 
world opinion by allowing racialist 
propaganda to be used to attack 
Israel. The fact is that, with incon- 
trovertible moral right on their side, 
the Palestinians have totally lost the 
propaganda war in the world arena. 
It must be the main objective of 
western politicians and press to make 
sure that their legitimate rights are 
not trampled on once again in a new 
Settlement. 
Nasser’s third betrayal was to make 
an opportunist deal with Hussein, the 
arch enemy of the Palestinians, as 
soon as the situation required it. With- 
out Nasser’s intervention there is 
little doubt that Hussein would have 
fallen. But the contradictions of Nas- 
Ser’s policies led him to put power 
manouevres before the interests of 
the people of whose rights he claimed 
to be the protector. 
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It is perhaps a mistake to think that 
there are two kinds of nationalism: 
that of big oppressor powers whose 
aim is to extend their domination; and 
that of small nations whose aim is to 
rid their countries of foreign control 
and to provide a focus for economic 
progress. Experience shows that all 
nationalisms have elements of both of 
these. Some begin as one and become 
the other. Others, like Israel, mas- 
querade as one in order to be more 
the other. The lesson of the Middle 
East in the long run is to show that 
there is no permanent nationalist 
answer. The Arabs, who, in answer 
to Israel’s narrow nationalist intransi- 
gence, sought to impose their own 
nationalist solution on Israel, must 
now accept Israel’s nationalist terms. 
Having been the victims of their own 
propaganda, they are now the vic- 
tims of their own policies. Once again 
the Palestinians are the real losers. 

Nevertheless, as a result of the war, 
a new situation exists, and will con- 
tinue to exist for some time to come, 
however unpalatable this is for those, 
including myself, who have opposed 
the blind nationalism of Israel’s poli- 
cies, and her principle of establishing 
and maintaining accomplished facts 
by military force. New opportunities 
exist for one simple reason: by 
military force Israel, temporarily at 
least and whether she recognises it 
or not, has become part of the Middle 
East. Her western allies showed that 
they could not be relied on if the 
entente with Russia was to be put at 
risk. And whether they like it or not, 
they now have de facto responsibility 
for many of the refugees who were 
dispossessed in the setting up of 
Israel in 1948. 

If the Israelis were now to set up a 
Palestinian state in the west bank of 
Jordan, it is probable that the refu- 
gees would flock to it, and the “ Pales- 
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And for my next trick... 


tine problem,” while by no means 
solved, would no longer have the 
destructive effect it has had in the 
past in the Middle East. If at the 
same time Israel decided that she 
could afford to soften her attitude 
to her own Arab population, who have 
lived for 20 years as second-class 
citizens under military rule, then the 
tendency would be for the Arabs to 
decide that to remember these par- 
ticular injustices of the past for too 
long would merely be to live in the 
past. 

Dayan, who at 50 is now the most 
powerful figure in Israel, was talking 
about this six months ago. If he still 
wants to do this he will have to over- 
come the opposition of the Ben 
Gurion sect who are already talking 
the old Zionist language of re-estab- 
lishing as Jewish any parts of their 
new conquests that ever were Jewish. 
Certainly all the statements from 
Israeli leaders so far suggest that a 
catastrophic Zionist annexation is im- 
minent, as in the past (1948, 1956) 
whenever Israel had a choice between 
non-Zionist agreement with the Arabs 
and the blind pursuit of chauvinistic 
myths. The most important struggle 
of all will now be that going on among 
the leaders of Israel. There is no 
doubt that the Israeli people would 
be prepared to be generous for the 
sake of peace. The feeling in Israel 
is not so much elation as relief, 
shock, and anxiety for a permanent 
peace. But it is possible that they 
will be misled by their leaders as 
in the past. : 
Above all, the Israeli leaders must 
not underestimate the earthquake 
that they have caused in the Arab 
world, which still threatens to bring 
down every institution and govern- 
ment. The Arabs have two traumas: 
the depredation of imperialism; and 
the Palestine refugees. Both derive 
from real injustices imposed on them 
by alien military power. This present 
humiliation may remove their power 
to fight for the causes closest to their 
hearts, but it will not alleviate the 
traumas. A Versailles type settlement 
could lead to an even more extreme 
excrescence of nationalism, which 
will solve none of the political prob- 
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lems of the area, and eventually lead 
to another war with Israel. Israel 
must resist the temptation to become 
a kind of South Africa, hated by her 
neighbours, but accepted because of 
her military power. 

Even if the Arabs come to believe 
that the US and Britain were not 
involved in this defeat, which is 
doubtful, they might soon pick on 
the huge financial contributions of 
world Jewry to the Israeli war effort. 
In fact, this war has brought world 
Jewry into the picture as never be- 
fore, and a new solidarity has de- 
veloped between the Jews and 
Israelis. It would be a tragedy if anti- 
Semitism ever took root in the Arab 
world, after it has been free from it 
for centuries, but early this year 
someone was translating the Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion into Arabic. 
An unscrupulous Arab leader might 
choose to put this new swindle across 
the disorientated Arab masses, using 
these huge sums from the western 
countries to fan the flames. 
One of the advantages of winning a 
war is that you can say, without much 
danger of contradiction, what the 
fight was about. The Israeli leaders 
may choose to say that this war was 
about the anti-Israeli policies of 
Nasser and impose a settlement ac- 
cordingly. This would be the gravest 
possible mistake. The war is just the 
latest phase in one of the most com- 
plex political problems the world 
has ever seen, and can only be solved 
if it takes account of all its historical 
complexities and abnormalities. 
The confusion on the Arab side is 
shown by the extraordinary fact that 
on its second day the war acquired 
a totally different character for the 
Arabs. The racist, anti-Israel propa- 
ganda virtually ceased, and the war 
became an anti-imperialist crusade. 
Every visible sign of imperialist 
presence was attacked throughout the 
Arab world. 
It will be hard for the Arabs not to 
interpret their defeat as another ex- 
ression of imperialist domination. 
he Israeli leaders should not under- 
estimate this danger, or the general 
instability of a totally disorientated 
people. 


ISRAEL AND VIETNAM: 


JOHNSON'S 


Harvey Wasserman, an American stu- 
dent in London, assesses the effect 
that the Middle East crisis will have 
on the state of the anti-Vietnam war 
movement in America. 

Harvey Wasserman writes: Despite 
all the killing and ruin, the war in 
the Middle East has actually bene- 
fited someone: the American Presi- 
dent. The Middle East situation has 
taken away some of the steam that 
was building up in America behind 
the Vietnam war protests and the 
anticipated ‘‘ Vietnam Summer.” 
First, and most obviously, it has 
pushed Vietnam off the front pages 
and will continue to do so for at least 
a few more weeks while peace talks 
proceed. Second, it has placed Presi- 
dent Johnson in the favourable light 
of peacemaker, leader of the bene- 
volent super-power which allowed the 
smaller countries to do as _ they 
pleased, while indirectly making it 
clear that he would not let things get 
“ out of hand.” 

Finally, it has split Jewish opposition 
to the war in Vietnam. A very large 
part of both sectors of opposition to 
the war is Jewish. Johnson himself 
made a rather blunt observation to 
that effect last year, and so incensed 
the Jewish community that UN re- 
presentative Arthur Goldberg had to 
be rushed into the breech. On cam- 
puses and throughout organisations 
such as SANE and the white follow- 
ers of King and Carmichael, Jews 
against the Vietnam war are pre- 
sent in numbers quite disproportion- 
ate to their share of the population. 


GAINS 


But American Jews, like Jews all over 
the world, are quite strongly attached 
to the state of Israel. When trouble 
was brewing and when fighting sub- 
sequently broke out, many Jews 
called for American intervention. 
Soon Johnson made the observation, 
“How can they ask me to intervene 
in the Middle East and not in Viet- 
nam?” And thus the circle was 
turned. 

Since personal dislike of Johnson is 
one very important foundation of 
moderate opposition to the war, the 
Middle East crisis served him there. 
And again, by the beauties of double- 
think, Johnson was also able to single 
out Jews as the enemies of American 
Vietnam policy. Could the crisis, com- 
ing at the crucial beginning of what 
was to be a long and dramatic sum- 
mer, have been better timed? 

The answer is quite obviously, No. 
As if in anticipation of the whole 
thing, leaks began to drip from the 
White House into the Establishment. 
press that the dangers of the Middle 
East crisis had forced a “ rethinking ” 
and that now Rusk and Johnson were 
seriously considering de-escalation 
and concentration on the “ political 
aspects” of the war. 

That leak will probably be allowed 
to float around for the rest of the 
summer, accompanied by some token 
de-escalation. The Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations will drag on throughout the 
summer. Johnson will make his 
Israel-Vietnam analogy once or twice 
more. And the summer rioters will 
be more easily quashed. 
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Media 


THE PRESS 
Privateers and eyes 


One never knows quite what credence to put on 
some of the all-wise ‘inside ”’ stories that appear 
in Private Eye. “ Footnotes,” the political gossip 
section edited by Paul I’oot (get it?), recently told 
us that 150 people took part in the invasion of 
the Greek embassy when, in fact, it was just over 
50. Now it suggests that under the Forcible Entry 
Act of 1381 (which the police tried unsuccessfully 
to use against the 42 defendants), the demonstra- 
tors are themsclves entitled to prosecute the 
police: 
“One of its most interesting clauses provides 
for prosecution of police officers should they try 
to repossess a building already possessed.” 
Good joke, but is it true? Private Eye is suggesting 
that under the 1381 act, the police, like mediaeval 
land-owners returning from the Crusades, are not 
entitled to use force to evict unlawful tenants, but 
must resort to due legal process. There may be 
something in it, but it would need to be estab- 
lished by a test case... 
There may also be something in another Foot- 
note which pronounces ingeniously on the court 
martial of Captain Howard B. Levy for refusing 
to train orderlies to serve with the American 
Special Forces in Vietnam. It says: 
“The purpose of the Fort Jackson trial, as is 
well known to the Green Berets in South Viet- 
nam, was simply to discredict their regiment. 
Loony Bins, McNamara and the Pentagon chiefs 
were determined to wipe out the last of the 
old style guerrilla forces in order to open the 
way for an escalation of the massive conven- 
tional war in South Vietnam.” 
This fits in with what Franz Schurmann was Ssay- 
ing in Peace News (May 26), that LBJ has always 
been opposed to the counter-insurgency methods 
favoured by Kennedy in South Vietnam and seeks 
victory by escalation. Private Eye is saying that 
the military court decided to admit evidence on 
war crimes not because LBJ wanted to challenge 
the evidence produced by the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in Sweden, but because ‘he 
wished to have Donald Duncan’s evidence (see 
A Green Beret Blasts the War) discredit a special- 
ist anti-guerrilla force which he has no time for. 
It’s plausible, probably true, but I wish one could 
know for certain. The trouble with a satirical or 
scurrilous magazine (don’t anybody interpret this 
as a put-down; just a reflection) is that it relies 
on gossip and so cannot reveal its sources. But 
at the same time it has to assert the truth of its 
allegations, otherwise it has no power to wound 
and draw blood. - RO. 


GENERATION OF LOVE 
Public picnic 


Out for a walk over Parliament Hill two Sundays 
ago (from Gospel Oak to Hampstead Heath 
stations), three of us, with small child in tow, 
quite by chance, met a new phenomenon of the 
English scene. About 100 gently-dressed people, 
mostly under 20, were sitting about on the turf 
doing nothing very much, together. 

A few were flying kites and, roughly in the 
middle of the squatters, a small group, more 
exotically garbed than most others (boys and 
girls wearing long, gaily-coloured cotton robes, 
or pantalons, or scarves wound around their fore- 
heads and down at the back, Indian-style - sym- 
bolising tribalisation?), were blowing bubbles 
over their companions; trying a little self-con- 
sciously to generate participation from the 
others; beating on a tom-tom; blowing a flute, a 
comb; chanting. One girl studiously played her 
castanets in splendid isolation. 

This we worked out was not a freak-out, it was a 
be-in. It was the IT-people, we realised. Taking 
over. We sat down and relaxed without cynicism. 
Rachel, the little girl, was fascinated. I felt at 
home, with my Yeilow Submarine badge on. 
Later we discovered that this was a “ be-in with 
Yoko Ono on a kite flying hill in Hampstead 
Heath ete ” (as advertised in International Times). 
Miss Ono is the Japanese lady whose experimen- 
tal film on bottoms was recently banned by the 
Lord Chamberlain. I wouldn’t say the be-in broke 
through this time; there was a little self-conscious 
exhibitionism and more self-conscious reserve. 
But it was harmless and unstructured. A sort of 
public picnic. And that’s more friendly than a 
private picnic. - RO. 


a unique gathering 

to demystify human violence in all its forms 
the social systems from which it emanates, 
and to explore new forms of action 


international 
CONGRESS 

DIALECTICS 

OFLIBERATION 


R.D.Laing Gregory Bateson S.Carmichael 


Sai July 13th. 3pm. Mon duly 17th.1030am. Tuea Julg 18th.10.30.am. 


Jules Henrg Erving Goffman Paul Sweezy 


Wed Julg 19th.10.30.am. Thor Julg 201b.1030.am. Fri Jalg 2st. 10.30.am. 


Ernest Mandel Paul Goodman 
Mon duly tith. 10.30.am. Tuee July. 23th.10.30.am. 
Lucien Goldmann John Gerassi 


Wed duly 26th. 10.30.em. 
Herbert Marcuse 


Fri July 281b.10.30am. 


Thur July 27th. 10.30.am. 
David Cooper 
Sat duly 29th. 3pm. 
at the Roundhouse, ChalkFarm Rd. London NW.1. !0/-per lecture (£4.15.0. entire series) 
(Buses —68, 31, 24. Tube Chalk Farm.) 
Advance Tickets, Institute of Phenomenological Studies, 
8 p.m. Saturday, July 22nd, 1967 London 
Allen Ginsberg, Stokely Carmichael, R.D. Laing and others 


7/6 lecture students (£3.10.0. entire series) 


the Roundhouse London 


An air of achievement and unconcealed enthusi- 
asm on the part of its organisers, marked the 
press conference held last week to announce the 
international congress on the Dialectics of Libera- 
tion. The press itself, with a single invaluable 
exception, was pretty reticent, daunted perhaps by 
the concentration of intellect, and the long words 
and the concepts they defined, with both of which 
they were clearly ill at ease. What is dialectics 
anyway? R. D. Laing - “it’s a problematical, 
hackneyed, tarnished word ” - described it as be- 
ing the study and the resolution of the contradic- 
tions that beset our everyday lives. Dr Joseph 
Berke emphasised, reassuringly, that the purpose 
of the congress was “the demystification of the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves.” It was 
spelt out thus: 
By concerting efforts in relation to the problems 
of poverty and war it is hoped to achieve an 
effective trans-national linkage of insight into 
human affairs that will assist and if necessary 
pressurize governmental! policies in all nations. 
Who will be attendirg the conference? Distin- 
guished thinkers from ail over the world, includ- 
ing the third world and Eastern Europe are 
coming, as well as many students who are dis- 
satisfied with what they're being taught in their 
own universities. In addition, Zambia is going to 
broadcast tapes of the lectures over the radio. 
The principals themselves, who will address the 
congress each morning, represent a wide range 
of disciplines, from artists like Allen Ginsberg, 
and political activists like Stokely Carmichael to 
no less colourful anthropologists like Gregory 
Bateson who studied head hunters of Borneo, 
then via Bali, and the parents of schizophrenics 
to his present work on porpoises (“this makes 
sense to Bateson”) or Jules Henry, who at the 
other end of that particular spectrum is studying 
conventional middle class families. All find it 
necessary to kick against the limitations of their 
particular disciplines and to harmonise the respec- 
tive divisions of the ‘“ human sciences.” 
The primary value of the conference will be in 
the interaction of all the sessions, but if you only 
wish, or can only manage, to hear individual 
speakers, tickets for each lecture are available 
at 10s (7s 6d for students.) - P.W. 


CAST - the Cartoon Archetypical Slogan Theatre 
- is looking for rehearsal room. If you’d like 
what D. A. N. Jones called the “‘ modern equiva- 
lent of Aristophanes” and Chris Gilmore des- 
cribed as theatrical dynamite, in your basement, 
attic, church hall, bombed-out cinema, palace, 
pub, warehouse or redundant railway terminus 
(or theatre, of course) anywhere in north or - in 
the loosest possible sense of the word - central 
London, you might ring Roland Muldoon; 
624-2846. 


CARNIVALS have been banned by Scotland 
Yard: instructions have gone out to all Metro- 
politan police stations to refuse permission for 
carnivals in any of the main streets in Greater 
London. No sinister motives need be imputed; 
the ostensible reason - that they disrupt traffic - 
is appalling enough. Tooting and Balham Carnival 
propose to assert their rights to the streets on 
July 15, with the support of the town council. It 
should be a novel confrontation, an appropriate 
area of conflict for non-violence, Flower Power 
and that. 


ADRIAN MITCHELL’S 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


And now the super-powers, who have been cheer- 
fully doubling their money by flogging armaments 
wherever the price is right, put on their Sunday 
cassocks and preach peace. From their lips the 
word sounds like a fart. On Twenty Four Hours 
the other night, Kenneth Allsop interviewed a 
British arms merchant who has been selling to 
both Egypt and Israel. Admitting that he was 
having some doubts about his trade (he is now 
on the verge of an ill-earned retirement), he 
said that nevertheless the real question was: Am 
I my brother’s keeper? and that the answer was 
No. The question was of course first pt by Cain, 
whose flag flies high over most of the major 
cities of the world. 

The more abstract war is made to seem, the 
more attractive it becomes. The advance of an 
army as represented by dynamic arrows swooping 
across the map can raise the same thrill as a 
child gets from playing draughts. Dubious score- 
sheets which say how many planes the govern- 
ment would have liked to have shot down only 
add to the game-like quality of news - you tot 
up the columns and kid yourself that someone is 
winning. : 
Wartime governments sometimes allow this pro- 
cess to be taken a step nearer reality by issuing 
photographs of one atrociously wounded soldier 
(our side) being lovingly nursed by his comrades 
and another picture of dozens of prisoners (their 
side) being handed cups of water (see under Sir 
Philip Sidney, gallantry of). At least such poses 
present a caricature of war’s effect on human 
beings - which is the main point. 

What have the Arabs been doing? Killing Jews. 
What have the Israelis been doing? Killing Arabs. 
Even that doesn’t get us far in the direction of 
reality. To add statistics saying how many were 
killed takes us only an inch nearer. 

Who is killed? What were they like? I would like 
to see every government in the world held ac- 
countable to the United Nations for every human 
being it kills, either in war or in peace. I don’t 
just mean a Statistic published in a secret report. 
I mean that all the newspapers of the country 
responsible should carry the name of the person 
killed, his photograph, address, number of his 
dependants and the reason why he was killed. 
(We often do as much for the victims of plane 
crashes.) 

This would mean that in some countries the 
press would be swamped with death reports and 
even mammoth death supplements. (Well, what 
about the advertisers?) But I want more. 

I would like every death inflicted by any govern- 
ment to be the subject of a book published at 
the state’s expense. Each book would give an 
exhaustive biography of the corpse and would 
be illustrated by photographs from his family 
album if any, pictures he painted as a child and 
film stills of his last hours. In the back cover 
would be a long-playing disc of the victim talking 
to his friends, singing, talking to his wife and 
children if any and interviewed by the men who 
killed him. 

The text would examine his life, his tastes and 
interests, faults and virtues, without trying to 
make him any more villainous or heroic than 
he was. It would be prepared by a team of neutral 
writers appointed by the United Nations. The 
final chapter would record the explanations of 
the government which killed him and a detailed 
account of the manner of death, the amount of 
bleeding, the extent of burns, the decibel count 
of screams, the amount of time it took to die and 
the names of the men who killed him. 

One book for every killing. I realise that this 
would take some planning. Each soldier would 
have to be accompanied by an interviewing, 
camera and research team in order to record the 
details of any necessary victim. 

Most factories would turn out printing presses, 
most graduates would automatically become bio- 
graphers of the dead. Bombing could only take 
place after individual examination of every per- 
son to be bombed. The cost of killing would be 
raised to such a pitch that the smallest war would 
lead to bankruptey and only the most merciful 
revolution could be afforded. Hit squarely in the 
exchequer - the only place they feel emotion - 
chauvinist governments might be able to imagine, 
for the first time, the true magnitude of the 
obscenity which they mass-produce. 

This is no bloody whimsy. I want a real reason 
for every killing. 
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Classified 


Terms: 6d per word, min. 4s. Discounts for 
series. Box No. 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Rd., London, N.1 by first post Monday. Box 
No. replies to same address. Displayed advert- 
isements rates on application. 


Coming events 

STOP IT COMMITTEE: 8 pm. Monday 19 June, 
Room S101, London School of Economics 
(Houghton Street). Americans in Britain for 
US withdrawal from Vietnam will meet Charles 
Cross, First Secretary US Embassy. All Ameri- 
cans welcome. 


Holidays 

LOCH LOMOND sailing holidays, 2/4/6 Berth 
sloops for hire. Eric Wallace, Dunfillafin Villa, 
School Road, Rhu, Dumbartonshire, Scotland. 
Tel. East Kilbride 22179. 


poets i] 
ary 
As this is a free service we reserve the right to 


select from not!-es sent in. To make the service 
as complete 2- possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send e..ties to arrive not later than first 
past M.aday (Friday preferred). 


2. Incluae date, town, place (hall, street), 
naturs of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 


To publicise iull details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement, 

Remember to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From: 
Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


16 June, Friday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. “ Salutation,’’ Snow Hill, 
Jazz club - all profits to CND. 


BRIGHTON. 1 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Ship Street. Picnic lunch and discussion. Tea 
provided, bring own food. In aid of Friends 
relief work overseas. 

BRISTOL. 7.30 pm. 20 Glenwood Road, Henleaze. 
Films, talk by Donald Southall, International 
Work and Study Projects, PPU. 

LONDON WC1, 1.15 to 2 pm (buffet lunch from 
12,30 onwards) Friends International Centre, 
Courtauld House, Byng Place. Guy Barnett: 
Should volunteers go overseas? SoF. 


17 June, Saturday 


BIRMINGHAM. 2.30 to 5.30 pm. Opposite 
Gaumont Cinema, Steelhouse Lane, Peace News 
and Freedom selling. Contact Gordon Causer, 
27 Upper Gungate, Tamworth (phone 4562) 
Staffs. 

BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. ‘ Salutation,’’ Snow Hill. 
Jazz club - all profits to CND. 

CARDIFF. 2 - 5 pm. Outside British Home 
Stores. Peace News and Freedom selling. C.100 
and anarchist group. 

EDGWARE. 11 am and 3 pm sharp. Meet Edg- 
ware Station for Peace News selling. 


Berlin students 


from page 3 


was arrested for allegedly planning 
to assassinate him (see Peace News, 
April 14). The arrest took place at 
the SDS centre. They were later re- 
leased. Again, some time before the 
state visit of the Shah, one member 
of the Commune, Fritz Teufel, had 
distributed a leaflet, following the 
burning down of a big Brussels store, 
hinting that the same would soon 
happen in Berlin’s large stores, so the 
population would no longer need to 
think of burnt bodies in Vietnam, they 
would have their own! Nothing ac- 
tually happened. 

But many demonstrators have been 
antagonised by this group because 
the right-wing Springer newspapers 
have made headlines out of their ac- 
tivities while neglecting more peace- 
ful demonstrations. All attempts by 
the Asta students’ union (which is 
not controlled by the Commune) to 
talk to the group have been ignored. 

BERLIN, JUNE 9: Demonstrations are 
still banned; but the coffin of Benno 
Ohnesorg has been escorted by hun- 
dreds of Berlin students to Hanover, 
where an Assembly of Mourning for 
all German students was attended by 
7,000. 

Discussion; on every aspect of the 
affair goes on as more details and 
statements come out. Leaflets by all 
student groups have been distributed, 
and professors have spoken on 
Ku’damm’s busy corner. The students 
talk every night until 3 am with the 
interested crowds. Democracy has 


taken to the streets in West Berlin! 


Personal 

WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Send them to 88 Park 
Avenue, Enfield, Middx. 


Publications 

PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for automatic 
regular despatches of latest peace pamphlets, 
booklets leaflets etc, from many organisations, 
and Housmans literature lists. 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1. Start now. 


SARVODAYA - monthly magazine of the 
Bhoodan Movement in India, may be obtained 
from Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London NI, at 12s yearly or 1s (post 3d) each 
issue. 


SMALL PRESS REVIEW is a unique new 
quarterly which reviews the activities and 
lists the publications of small] literary presses 
and little magazines throughout the world. 
First issue 7s 6d from Location, 4 Hornby 
Street, Blackburn, Lancs. 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW weekly railwaymen's 
Paper. Essential reading for those who want 
the authentic voice of railway workers. Ob- 


tainable 9s a quarter post free from 105 
Euston Road, NW1. 


LONDON EI. 8.30 pm. Woodin's Shades (corner 
of Middlesex Street and Bishopsgate). Folk 
singing. Peanuts Club. 


LONDON W9. 11 am to 1 pm, Greek Tourist 
Office Picket Regent Street Wi. Details Free 
ores Tourist Office, 25 Warrington Crescent 


MANCHESTER 1. 2.10 pm. International Centre, 
64 George Street, Big Poets’ Meet. 2s 6d ad- 
mission. David Stringer. 


MANCHESTER 2. 11 am to 4 pm. CND office, 
14 Tib Lane, Cross Street. Peace Literature 
Centre, for buying and selling badges and 
literature, centre for street selling, informa- 
tion service etc. 


MANCHESTER, Morning and afternoon. ‘‘ San- 
ity ’’ selling in city centre. Phone BLA 78511. 


OXFORD. 10 am to 1 pm. Carfax. Peace News 
selling. 


THAME, OXON, Exhibition and public Meeting. 
Speakers: Rev S. Hinkes. Mrs C. Adler. Mr 
Keslow, Details: Miss M. J. Baldock, 13 Queens 
Road, Thame Vietnam Peace Committee. 


18 June, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM, 2.15 pm. George Breeze Hall, 
Fircroft College. Conference on The Rhodesian 
Crisis and its Impact on South Africa. 2s 6d 
(students 1s). Details F. Krawolitzki Tel: SEL 
1490 or Mrs Dearden Tel: WOO 3836, 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. White Lion, Horse Fair. 
Partisan Folk Club - all profits to CND. 


LEEDS 10 am - 5 pm. Prince of Wales, corner 
of Mill Hill and Swinegate, below City Station. 
School led by Dick Nettleton: ‘‘ What focus for 
the Peace Movement? ’’ Admission 1s. CND. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 11 am to 1 pm. 
yet se bookstall. Helpers phone Gosforth 
51217, 


21 June, Wednesday 


BIRMINGHAM 19, 2 - 10 pm. CND Office, 
Factory Road. Regional Campaign clerical work, 
plenty available - all comers welcome. Phone 
NOR 2447 


LONDON W1. House of Commons cinema. 7 
pm. Film Show: ‘‘It Happened Here’’ (99 
mins) starring Paullne Murray and Sebastian 
Shaw. ‘‘ Memorandum "’ (60 mins) A Jew re- 
turns to Auschwitz, LPF. 


LONDON Nl, 5.30 - 9 pm, 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross. Peace News packing - volunteers 
welcome, 

LONDON WCt. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
London Committee of 100 working group. 


LONDON WC1. 8 pm. 197 Kings Cross Road. 
Informal meeting to discuss formation of 
‘“‘London Workers May Day Committee.’’ Red 
pe EEE Leader/Tower Hamlets 
LP. 


LONDON WC2,. 12.30 pm. Westminster Friends 
Meeting House, 52 St Martin’s Lane. ‘‘ Chile.” 
Speaker: Mr Debesa, WILPF. 


22 June, Thursday 


HULL, 8 pm. Bluebell Inn, Lowgate. Freedom 
Folk (left-wing/folk blues and songs of pro- 
test club). Visiting singers and poets always 
welcomed. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


Name 


Address 


Accommodation 

SECLUDED WOODLAND CAMPING site. Ideal 
for one or two camping familtes. Free use of 
Peacenik office. Box No 807. 


Accommodation wanted 
REGULAR Peace News contributor urgently 


seeks furnished/unfurnished house south-east 
London. Box 808. 


VACANCY in large s/c flat IsHngton for one 
eer sons or couple. Own room, share lounge, 
itchen, bath. Hairy pacifist o.k. but must 
be reasonably domesticated and solvent. Write 
Box No 809 or ring 359 1456 after 6. 


Theatre 

EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, Durham University 
Theatre present two evenings. 7.30 pm. 19 
and 20 June. 10 Universities, Tickets 5s. Dunelm 
House, Durham City. 


THEATRE ROYAL E15. MAR 8207. Evenings at 
8, Saturday 5 and 8. Joan Littlewood directs 
“‘Intrigues and Amours."’ 


UNITY EUS 8647 ‘‘ The Country Wife.’’ Last 
three performances. Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
at 7.45 pm. Tickets 5s. Mems 7s 6d. 


cag 


LEYTONSTONE 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. Your own Record Choice. PPU. 


MANCHESTER, 8 pm. Packhorse Hotel, Bridge 
Street (off Deansgate). Poetry, folk etc, Ad- 
mission 2s 6d. CND. 


23 June, Friday 


LONDON SW1. 7.30 pm. Caxton Hall, Caxton 
Street. Public Forum CENSORSHIP, Speakers: 
John Calder, Peter Fryer, Ian Hislop 0O.P., 
John Mortimer, David Tribe, Peter Watkins. 
Chair: William McIlroy, National Secular So- 
ciety. HOP 2717, 


24 June, Saturday 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE, 10 am. Women meet. 
Bring flowers to lay on Cenotaph commemorat- 
ing women and children of Vietnam. Opening 
ceremony of Women’s vigil on corners of Down- 
ing Street and Whitehall. BCPV National Viet- 
nam Week. 


PEACE NEWS needs a good 
typist, some accounts experience 
useful for interesting work in 
general office. 5 day week 9.30 - 
6 pm. Holiday this year, PN 
wage scale. Your details please 
to General Manager, Peace 
News, 5 Caledonian Road, Lon- 
don N1. 
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Peace News 


an independent weekly 


Editor: Rod Prince 
Features: Roger Barnard 
Sub-editor: Peter Willis 
News editor: Bob Overy 


General Manager: Harry Mister 
Distribution: Peter Drinkwater 
Advertisements: Alastair Macintyre 
Subscriptions: Julie Kettle 

5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 
London N1. Telephone TER 4473 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain: 3 months 163 3d, 6 months 
32s 6d, 1 year 63s, 

Abroad (seamail): 3 months 15s 9d, 6 months 
als oe 1 year 60s. Add 10s p.a. for pam- 
phiets. 


AIRMAIL EDITIONS 


North Africa and Middle East: 3 months 16s 6d, 
6 months 32s 6d, 1 year 638s. 

India, Africa and South East Asia: 3 months 
18s 5d, 6 months 36s 10d, 1 year 72s. 

Australia, New Zealand and Far East: 3 months 
20s 7d, 6 months 41s 2d, 1 year 80s, 

North America: $10 a year to Peace News, c/o 
AFSC, 160 North 15th St. Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


trenounce war and I will never 
4 support or sanction another 
This pledge signed by each 
Ie Aaa : thabasigel the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street WC1l 


VIETNAM WEEK 


Get the facts across with 

a bookstall from Housmans. 
The most effective pamphlets, 
badges and papers from many 
organisations sent on sale or 
return terms. 

Standard selections prepared by 
our experienced Staff. Lists free. 
Write or phone at once to 

5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 
01-TER 4473-4. 


GREEK PRISON STATE: 


Betty Ambatielos reports 


Supporting Speakers: 
M. K. Macmillan MP. 
Lord Gifford 
Will Paynter 
Tamara Milford 
Peggy Duff 
and others. 


Friends House, Euston Road, NW1. 


Wednesday, June 21. 7.30 pm. 


org: League of Democracy in Greece, 376, Gray’s Inn Road, WC1. 


Win your uncommitted friends to support peace policies for 
Vietnam hy giving them a copy of 


VIETNAM 


OUR NEIGHBOUR 


price 6d. 


Copies of this newspaper available at discount term: 


singles 10d per copy mailed 


dozens up to one gross, 4d per copy mailed 
dozens above one gross 3d per copy mailed 


Limited copies available. Order yours immediately and avoid disappoint- 


ment. 


ICCV, 9 COOMBE ROAD, NEW MALDEN, SURREY. 
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Peace consultation 
in East Anglia 


Peter Cadogan reports: The East 
Anglian Regional Council of CND 
died last year. No one was willing 
to be the secretary, and meetings 
just stopped. It was evident that 
people just did not want the old kind 
of organisation built round a single 
“ platform.” 

But, from discussions, it was discov- 
ered that something might emerge 
from an arrangement whereby people 
could meet on a purely consultative 
basis. So it was that, with a good 
deal of scepticism, the East Anglian 
Consultative Committee of Peace 
Groups was set up with a secretary 
(Lia Peace) in Cambridge and a news- 
letter editor (Vanessa Canter) in 
Norwich. Its third meeting took place 
last Saturday in the University of 
East Anglia at Norwich. 


There was a very good turn-out to 
hear the three speakers who opened 
the discussion, Bernard Canter (ex- 
editor of The Friend), Will Warren 
and Barnaby Martin. Each had time 
enough to develop his case in some 


WILSON ON 


depth and the floor responded in 
kind. 

One reason for this is that there 
were no resolutions on policy to con- 
sider and no question of action by 
the Consultative Committee as such. 
Different people in the second part 
of the meeting advertised the pro- 
jects currently under way in their 


own groups - the vigil organised by . 


the Quakers in Norwich for Septem- 
ber, the East Anglian Association for 
Peace in Vietnam launched by Mrs 
Delf and the camp-out by the US 
bases in East Anglia in September, 
proposed by Rob Clay and myself. 
It was agreed to help Barnaby 
Martin in his speaking tour (see 
Peace News, April 14) but this de- 
cision was not referred to the secre- 
tary. Three different people under- 
took to arrange meetings for Barnaby 
in four East Anglian towns. 

The Consultative Committee will 
meet again in a month’s time in 
Ipswich when the discussion will be 
opens by Jon Tremain and Rob 

ay. 


HEATH 


Photo: Jean McNeil. 


from front page 


of the Prime Minister’s request to 
the police to “leave them alone,” 
they were eventually led quietly away 
to the perimeter of the crowd to the 
accompaniment of some desultory 
clapping from sections of the onlook- 
ers. 

After watching what was described 
in the official programme as a 
“ Mediaeval Affray . . . of Jousting, 
tilting at the quintain,” Mr Wilson 
was driven slowly through short and 
obstructive picket lines of further de- 
monstrators, waving their banners at 
him as he went. 


Up a tree 


Mr Wilson then went on with Mrs 
Wilson to an exhibition of art on 
the theme of children. About 25 to 


30 people were picketing as the 
Wilsons left the building, but the 
police removed them from the narrow 
pavement and refused to allow a 
girl to present Mrs Wilson with a 
bunch of flowers and a copy of the 
Ramparts reprint, “ Children of Viet- 
nam.” 

One of the demonstrators, Jim Rad- 
ford, climbed up a tree in a nearby 
garden and spoke to Mrs Wilson 
through a loudhailer. He was polite 
and spoke of her obvious interest in 
children, asking her to discuss with 
her husband the plight of Vietnam’s 
children. He spoke for perhaps five 
minutes as they walked slowly down 
to their car. 

Mr Radford was asked to get down 
from the tree by a policeman. He re- 
plied (in truth - for the owner was a 
“sympathiser”’) that the owner had 
given him permission. - RO. 


stansted: local 
opposition mounts 


Bob Overy reports: Harlow Urban 
District Council organised a protest 
against Stansted airport at the town 
hall last Friday night. Harlow new 
town is about 10 miles from the site 
of the planned “third London air- 
port.” At least 500 people from the 
locality attended to hear speeches 
from local dignitaries of all parties. 
The numbers attending were not as 
startling as the 3,000 who took part 
in a recent protest meeting in Dun- 
mow, but they marked the first signi- 
ficant stirring of interest in Harlow 
against the monster airport. As I 
walked in, the knighted Conservative 
chairman of the North West Essex 
and East Herts Preservation Associa- 
tion was talking about ‘a travesty 
of British justice.” He went on to call 
on us to “ gird up our loins” for the 
battle that is to come. 

What was interesting to me was the 
number of old CND faces, long since 
disappeared in Harlow, who had re- 
emerged for this particular battle. 
There was an air of real concern and 
militancy about the meeting which 
made it seem likely that the action 
committee for every local town, which 
the Preservation Society would like 
to see established, will materialise in 
Harlow. The most likely initial action 
proud seem to be a march on Lon- 

on. 

The two basic arguments against the 
airport appear to be the intolerable 
noise (which would involve sound- 
proofing all Harlow schools at a cost 
of £9 million) and the bad planning 


New sounds at 


miners’ gala 


Philip Seed reports: To the custom- 
ary blend of slightly sad brass bands 
and enormous colourful banners, pro- 
claiming that unity is strength 
through) socialism, two new ingre- 
dients were added to this year’s South 
Wales Miners’ Gala last Saturday. The 
first was the Rt Hon Ray Gunter, 
as principal guest speaker, in place of 
old faithfuls like Michael Foot; and 
the second was a strong contingent 
from Plaid Cymru who energetically 
heckled. What does a Communist 
Chairman do when a Plaid comrade 
interrupts a right-wing Labour Party 
minister with a cry “Cut the Arms 
Bill”? He explains that everyone is 
welcome to attend the Gala but this 
sort of behaviour cannot be tolerated 
and next time there will be tougher 
stewards. 

But otherwise it was a very friendly 
occasion. Mrs Betty Ambatielos spoke 
movingly of conditions in Greece and 
called for action on an unprecedented 
scale. A resolution was passed sup- 
porting her, which also called for a 
deceleration of pit closures, wage in- 
creases to daywage miners, condem- 
nation of US bombing of North Viet- 
nam and a negotiated settlement in 
the Middle East. Sporting activities 
ranged from Seven-a-Side Rugby to 
the girls’ sack race, and, for the 
march itself, momentarily all traffic 
was halted in the centre of Cardiff. 


decision (this “unspoilt corner” of 
Essex will become a magnet for in- 
dustry, when it is the Midlands or 
the North-east that could do with 
such a magnet). Many Harlow work- 
ers seem prepared to put up with any 
amount of environmental hazard and 
unpleasantness, however, for the 
sake of a few extra pounds in their 
wage packets (which they imagine 
will be forthcoming with the airport). 


Paris lawyer freed 


Gerard Daechsel writes: After serv- 
ing three out of four months in 
prison for returning his army reserve 
papers, Georges Pinet, a Paris lawyer, 
was freed on May 26 - pardoned by 
President de Gaulle. 

A former reserve officer, Pinet served 
during the Algerian war. For some 
time he has been assisting conscien- 
tious objectors; the limit of his obe- 
dience, though, was atomic arms, and 
in December 1964 he sent back his 
papers. 

He was given a four-month suspended 
sentence; but he insisted on appeal- 
ing, so the court sentenced him to 
four months in prison, with a 1,000- 
franc fine. Anti-bomb friends set up 
an aid committee, and numerous ap- 
peals were made by “ personalities ” 
and thousands of others. According 
to Témoignage Chrétien of June 1, 
3,000 signatures appealing for his re- 
lease were collected. 


Patrick Duncan 


Patrick Duncan died in London on 
June 4 at the age of 48. He and his 
wife Cynthia were the only two white 
delegates at the first Pan-African con- 
gress held on African soil, at Accra 
in 1958. Duncan hailed Pan-African- 
ism when almost all of white South 
Africa reviled it. 

Six years earlier, with Manilal Gand- 
hi, son of the Mahatma, he had 
joined the defiance campaign of the 
African National Congress, and for 
‘many thousands in South Africa and 
abroad, his gay and courageous figure 
was from those days a symbol of the 
non-racial democratic struggle in 
southern Africa. 

After jail, banning orders, exile and 
loss of his South African citizenship, 
Duncan worked in London and later 
in Algeria as a representative of the 
Pan-Africanist Congress, of which he 
was once again one of a small hand- 
ful of non-African members. He also 
worked for the Church World Service 
in Algeria. 

A great lover of nature and man, he 
was happiest in country places - in 
the mountains of Lesotho, the Sahara 
or the English countryside. His com- 
mittal to the preservation of man’s 
environment first led him into poli- 
tics; his championing of African free- 
dom was the job to be done and he 
saw it advance wonderfully every- 
where but in his own country, where 
his example will nevertheless for- 
ever inspire those who come we 
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Tega 


Street-organisers Block-organisers College-organisers are needed NOW to 
mobilise in town and country the full strength of the British opposition to 


the war in Vietnam. 


Anyone who has a few free evenings can help to make July 2 a resounding 


success. 


Volunteers join: Monday June 19 7.30 pm Friends House, Euston Road. 


COUNCIL FOR 
PEACE IN VIETNAM 


374 Grays Inn Road 


ay - - 
135 Fonthill Road, 


WCl1 


London N4. 


TER 1078 


